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CORPORATE DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Halifax Media Holdings, LLC, d/b/a the Sarasota Herald-Tribune, is a privately held 

company consisting of 36 newspapers and affiliated websites, published in five states in the 

southeastern United States.  Its investment group includes Stephens Capital Partners, JAARSSS 

Media, and Redding Investments. 

The Miami Herald Media Company, d/b/a the Miami Herald, is wholly owned by The 

McClatchy Company.  The McClatchy Company is publicly traded on the New York Stock 

Exchange under the ticker symbol MNI.  Contrarius Investment Management Limited owns 10% 

or more of the common stock of The McClatchy Company.  

INTEREST OF AMICI CURIAE 

Halifax Media Holdings, LLC, d/b/a the Sarasota Herald-Tribune (the “Herald-

Tribune”), and The Miami Herald Media Company, d/b/a the Miami Herald (the “Herald”) have 

a direct interest in the outcome of this litigation.1  Both the Herald and the Herald-Tribune 

(collectively, “Amici”) have reported on, and continue to cover, the underlying Federal Bureau of 

Investigation (“FBI”) Tampa field office investigation to which the disputed documents in this 

matter -- and the deficient government search efforts for such documents -- are directly germane.  

Amici’s primary interests stem from the fact that the FBI records at issue relate to potential pre-

9/11 terrorist activities in the respective communities that each serves.  The Broward Bulldog has 

been and remains a leading source for original reporting on the FBI’s investigation into potential 

pre-9/11 terrorist activity in Sarasota and related incidents in South Florida.  Amici recognize the 

                                                 
1  By Order dated March 19, 2014 (Docket Entry 55), this Court granted the parties’ motions 
(Docket Entries 50 and 52) for leave to file this amici curiae brief jointly. 
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incredible public interest in the disputed records and the records searches.  They join to stress 

that the outcome of this case is a matter of intense interest to the media and public generally.  

Well over a decade later, the events and aftermath of September 11, 2001, continue to 

resonate and shape our lives.  From domestic concerns of balancing homeland security against 

individual civil liberties, to foreign military and political affairs, 9/11’s legacy remains ever 

present in the national zeitgeist.  The communities in which the 9/11 terrorists operated, the 

public at large, and most importantly, the families of the close to 3,000 victims who perished on 

that horrible day, deserve to know fully what transpired in the months leading up to the attacks.   

The government officials charged with investigating terrorist connections to our state 

must also be held fully accountable.  The Broward Bulldog has provided this Court with ample 

evidence establishing that the FBI could not have possibly conducted adequate searches in 

response to its federal Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”) request.  The stakes are simply too 

great to accept as a matter of law the government’s vague, often second hand conclusions as to 

the adequacy of its document searches.  Amici, therefore, file this brief in support of the Broward 

Bulldog’s pursuit of greater disclosure to the public and in support of its opposition to the 

government’s motion for summary judgment.  

SUMMARY OF ARGUMENT 

Amici present two main arguments in this brief.  First, Amici present this Court with 

select examples of situations where federal agencies have, upon a subsequent search, uncovered 

additional documents in response to a FOIA request, often in cases where the agency claimed to 

have conducted an adequate search for such records.  Such examples demonstrate that agencies 

do on occasion fail to uncover documents that should have been produced under FOIA.  In this 

case, given the weight of evidence suggesting that the FBI should possess a significant trove of 
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unproduced documents, this Court should not grant the government’s motion for summary 

judgment.  As noted in the Broward Bulldog’s filings in opposition to the government’s 

summary judgment motion, the FBI has yet to adequately explain why it initially produced no 

documents, made piecemeal productions thereafter and still have not produced any records 

former Senator Bob Graham has attested to seeing during the course of 9/11 Congressional 

inquiries.  Nor does the FBI provide any explanation for the absence of records Senator Graham 

believes exists if the FBI did indeed conduct an investigation in Sarasota.   

Failing to exercise such due oversight would deny the public the opportunity to 

understand the extent to which 9/11 conspirators planned and executed operations in Florida and 

how our government went about investigating such activities.  Indeed, courts recognize that 

summary judgment is inappropriate in FOIA cases where the adequacy of a search is at issue 

when substantial evidence exists indicating that additional documents should have been 

produced.  The Court should therefore deny the government’s motion for summary judgment. 

Second, Amici write to emphasize the widespread public interest in the specific FBI 

Tampa field office investigation of pre-9/11 potential terrorist activity by Saudi nationals who 

lived in the Estates at Prestancia community of Sarasota, Florida.  Amici highlight for the Court 

not only the significant coverage they have given to the matter but also present a sampling of 

news reporting from throughout Florida, the United States, and at the international level.  Such 

widespread reporting on this single facet of the 9/11 investigation is clear evidence of its 

universal public interest and underscores the need for this Court to ensure that the government is 

held to the strictest standard of compliance when searching for records responsive to the 

Broward Bulldog’s FOIA request.  The media’s coverage and pursuit of the issue has also been 

applauded by the families of 9/11 victims and victims’ right groups.   
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Making the Estates at Prestancia investigation even more compelling is the fact that it 

appears to be one chapter in the larger investigation of 9/11 terrorists’ connection to Sarasota 

County and the area’s potential role as a terrorist financing base.  As we came to learn after 9/11, 

federal authorities soon determined that three 9/11 hijackers, Mohammed Atta, Marwan al-

Shehhi, and Ziad Jarrah, all received flight training classes in nearby Venice, Florida.  Atta (who 

piloted American Airlines Flight 11 into the North Tower of the World Trade Center) and al 

Shehhi (who piloted United Airlines Flight 175 into the South Tower) both received flight 

training at Huffman Aviation in Venice.  See Staff Report of the National Commission on 

Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States, 9/11 and Terrorist Travel, Aug. 21, 2004, at 6, 12.2  

Ziad Jarrah (the pilot of United Flight 93 which crashed in Shanksville, Pennsylvania) received 

flight training at the Florida Flight Training Center, also located in Venice.  See id.  As discussed 

below, automobiles registered to Atta and Jarrah visited the subject Prestancia residence in the 

weeks leading up to 9/11. 

ARGUMENT 

I. History Suggests That This Court Should Be Naturally Reluctant to Defer to 
the FBI’s Contentions as to Its Search for Responsive Records. 

 
Federal FOIA request processing is far from a perfected system.  Records that should be 

produced in response to a FOIA request can, for a variety of reasons, wind up going 

undiscovered.  This section highlights a few examples where: (1) FOIA request responses were 

initially insufficient and upon further searches agencies uncovered documents central to the 

request that shed further light on the government activity at issue; (2) federal agencies 

responding to a FOIA request stated that a limited number of records existed only to have that 

                                                 
2  Available at: http://www.9-
11commission.gov/staff_statements/911_TerrTrav_Monograph.pdf. 
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claim later proven false; and (3) the FBI claimed only select documents existed only to later 

produce additional documents upon further searches and acknowledge in litigation that it 

improperly withheld documents that were responsive to a FOIA request.  These examples 

illustrate that where, as here, the facts heavily suggest additional documents should be in the 

possession of the FBI, a court should not be too quick to simply accept an agency’s assertion that 

it conducted an appropriate search.  As the United States Court of Appeals for the District of 

Columbia has held, even in situations where an agency has produced detailed and non-

conclusory affidavits attesting to the adequacy of a search, summary judgment is improper if a 

requester can present countervailing evidence refuting such a claim so as to place the matter at 

issue.  See Founding Church of Scientology of Wash., D.C. v. Nat’l Sec. Agency, 610 F.2d 824, 

836 (D.C. Cir. 1979).  This case presents such a scenario.   

 In 2012, the conservative government watchdog group Judicial Watch filed a FOIA 

lawsuit over records detailing the Obama Administration’s alleged coordination with the 

producers of the Hollywood film Zero Dark Thirty to provide them access to highly sensitive 

national security records that were otherwise unavailable to the public.  See Judicial Watch 

Obtains Stack of ‘Overlooked’ CIA Records Detailing Meetings with bin Laden Filmmakers, 

Aug. 28, 2012.3  The film, which chronicled the military planning and execution of the raid that 

killed Osama bin Laden, was alleged to be viewed as a political tool by White House strategists 

to help positively shape public perception of the President heading into the 2012 presidential 

election.  See id.  Pursuant to court order, the CIA was to produce responsive records, but it was 

                                                 
3  See Judicial Watch Obtains Stack of ‘Overlooked’ CIA Records Detailing Meetings with bin 
Laden Filmmakers, Aug. 28, 2012, available at http://www.judicialwatch.org/press-room/press-
releases/judicial-watch-obtains-4-to-5-inch-stack-of-overlooked-cia-records-detailing-meetings-
with-bin-laden-filmmakers/. 
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only months later that additional “overlooked” documents were produced that included 

illuminating correspondence among the White House, the Department of Defense and the CIA 

suggesting a coordinated effort to provide a heightened level of access to the filmmakers and a 

desire that the administration be portrayed positively.  See id.    

Author Nathaniel Frank’s 2009 book, Unfriendly Fire: How the Gay Ban Undermines the 

Military and Weakens America, explored the national security threat posed by the military’s 

former “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy as it forced the involuntary discharge of hundreds of 

mission critical servicemen since its inception.4  See Nathaniel Frank, Unfriendly Fire: How the 

Gay Ban Undermines the Military and Weakens America, Chapter 1 (Thomas Dunne Books 

2009).   Of particular import to this case, a gay rights organization had filed a 2004 FOIA request 

seeking exact numbers on military linguists discharged under “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell;” the 

government told the group such figures only existed beginning in 1998.  See id.  The released 

documents showed 73 total discharges, including 52 servicemen specializing in strategic defense 

languages including Arabic, Russian, Persian-Farsi, and Korean.  See id.  One year later, a 2005 

Government Accountability Office report documented data dating back to 1994 and detailed 

substantially more mission sensitive positions that were eliminated under the policy.  See id.    

 Finally, the FOIA dispute in Islamic Shura Council of Southern California v. FBI is 

instructive as it demonstrates that the FBI itself has in the past failed to discover all relevant 

documents responsive to a FOIA search and at times has intentionally concealed such documents 

from the public and federal courts.  See Islamic Shura Council of Southern California v. FBI,  

635 F.3d 1160 (9th Cir. 2011).  In this case, five citizens and six organizations submitted a joint 

FOIA request to the FBI regarding government surveillance of their activities.  See id. at 1162.  

                                                 
4 Chapter 1 of the book is reproduced in full at 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/19/books/chapters/chapter-unfriendly-fire.html. 
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In response, the FBI initially stated it had no records pertaining to nine of the eleven requesters 

and produced a total of four pages of documents to the remaining two requesters.  See id.  When 

the requesters filed a complaint in district court, the FBI conducted additional searches for nine 

of the eleven plaintiffs and produced more than 100 hundred pages of heavily redacted 

documents.  See id. at 1162-63.   

While defending the legitimacy of the redactions on summary judgment, the FBI later 

declared through an affidavit by David Hardy, the same individual who supplied an affidavit to 

the Court here, that the government had identified more additionally responsive documents but 

never disclosed this fact to the plaintiffs or the court.  See id. at 1163.  The district court noted 

that the FBI had misled the court by previously representing that all responsive documents were 

before the court for consideration.  See id.  The Islamic Shura Council case clearly illustrates 

that, while the law affords agencies significant deference when determining whether they have 

produced or identified all records responsive to a FOIA request, courts must remain vigilant in 

ensuring that the government is being forthright in complying with legal mandates. 

Given that the agency is always the party with the inherent advantage in these situations, 

it is incumbent upon courts to view representations of adequate FOIA searches with due 

skepticism when the facts dictate.  The intense public interest this case has created further 

impresses the need for all potentially responsive records to be put before this Court.  This is the 

only way to ensure the public’s confidence that the FBI is being forthright in this matter.   Amici 

submit that the instant case, where both weighty, contradictory evidence concerning the 

existence of additional records and great public interest exist, is deserving of such heightened 

judicial skepticism and supervision.  Disputed issues of material fact exist that should not be 

resolved on summary judgment. 
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II. Potential 9/11 Links to Sarasota and South Florida are a Matter of 
Widespread Public Concern, Thereby Requiring the FBI to Conduct Further 
Searches. 

 
The following examples of media coverage, ranging from Amicis’ own to that of the  

international press, demonstrates the widespread media coverage the activities underlying this 

action has garnered and the intertwined public interest in that coverage.  

A. Amici have both consistently published on this matter.   

All told, Amici have published no less than nineteen news articles detailing suspected 

9/11 conspirators’ links to the Estates at Prestancia community and the ongoing controversy over 

whether the government has disclosed all records related to its investigation.  This coverage has 

included partnering with Mr. Christensen and the Broward Bulldog.   

The newsworthiness of this story was immediately recognized and Amici began 

publishing contemporaneously with the Broward Bulldog’s breaking of the story.  See Anthony 

Summers and Dan Christensen, Link to 9/11 Hijackers Found in Sarasota, FBI Found Ties 

Between Hijackers and Saudis in Sarasota But Never Revealed Findings, Miami Herald, Sept. 7, 

2011, 2011 WLNR 17710438;5 Anthony Summers and Dan Christensen, FBI Investigated 

Sarasota Saudis in 9/11 Attacks, Sarasota Herald-Tribune, Sept. 8, 2011.6  

 In the ensuing days and weeks, Amici continued to cover developments both in fact-based 

and editorial form.  See Zac Anderson, Sarasota-9/11 Link Spurs Call for New Look Into Saudis, 

Sarasota Herald-Tribune, Sept. 10, 2011, 2011 WLNR 18028447; Dan Christensen, Lawmaker: 

Investigate Sarasota Link to 9/11, Miami Herald, Sept. 12, 2011, 2011 WLNR 18077286; 

                                                 
5 To facilitate access to secondary sources, “WLNR,” or Westlaw NewsRoom, citations are 
provided whenever possible. 
 
6 Available at http://www.heraldtribune.com/article/20110908/wire/110909636.     
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Explore Saudi-Sarasota Link, Sarasota Herald-Tribune, Sept. 14, 2011, 2011 WLNR 18270253; 

Dan Christensen, FBI: No Link Between Sarasota Family and 9/11 Plot, Miami Herald, Sept. 15, 

2011, 2011 WLNR 18396511; Public Deserves Answers About Sarasota Connection, Miami 

Herald, Sept. 15, 2011, 2011 WLNR 18392936; Dan Christensen, Graham: Still No FBI Records 

on Sarasota 9/11 Probe, Miami Herald, Nov. 10, 2011, 2011 WLNR 23258035.  

 This coverage continued throughout 2013 as FBI documents released only after the 

Broward Bulldog filed this lawsuit appeared to contradict prior agency statements and point to a 

much deeper investigation than what was previously publicly acknowledged.  The released 

documents, however, often raised more questions than answers.  For example, as the Herald-

Tribune reported, FBI records indicated that license plates registered to 9/11 hijackers Mohamed 

Atta and Ziad Jarrah were recorded entering the Prestancia community in the months leading up 

to 9/11, but released FBI records indicated it appeared the agency did not obtain vehicle entry 

records during its investigation.  See Michael Pollick, New Hints of Deeper Sarasota Ties to 

9/11, Sarasota Herald-Tribune, Apr. 17, 2013, 2013 WLNR 9444715; see also Dan Christensen 

and Anthony Summers, FBI Report: Florida Family Had Ties to People Linked to 9/11 Attacks, 

Miami Herald, Apr. 16, 2013, 2013 WLNR 9262329.  The FBI’s conclusion that it did not 

confiscate community gatekeeping records has been disputed by a former Prestancia 

Homeowners Association director who stated that community visitor logs indeed have gaps 

during relevant time frames, suggesting they were turned over to authorities.  See Michael 

Pollick, Shrouded in Secrecy, Sarasota Herald-Tribune, Sept. 11, 2013, 2103 WLNR 22701143.   

Mr. Pollick’s April 17, 2013 article also details the connections between the family of 

interest who lived in Prestancia and their connections to the Bin Laden group and the Saudi royal 

family.  As further substantiation of possible Saudi government backing of 9/11, the U.S. Court 
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of Appeals for the Second Circuit recently restored Saudi Arabia as a defendant in a lawsuit 

brought by 9/11 victims and their families.  See Dan Christensen, Saudi Arabia Added to 9/11 

Lawsuit, Miami Herald, Dec. 24, 2013, 2013 WLNR 32090484.     

Amici have also chronicled former Florida Senator Bob Graham’s continuing assertions 

that the FBI has not been forthcoming and that it is simply illogical that it does not possess 

significantly more records related to its Sarasota investigation.  See, e.g., Dan Christensen and 

Anthony Summers, Graham: FBI Report Raises Questions About Who Helped 9/11 Terrorists, 

Miami Herald, Apr. 18, 2013, 2013 WLNR 9467587; Dan Christensen and Anthony Summers, 

Graham: FBI Hindered Congress’s 9/11 Inquiry, Withheld Reports About Sarasota Saudis, 

Miami Herald, June 5, 2013, 2013 WLNR 13799271.  Amici also continue to keep the public 

informed about this litigation itself and the numerous discrepancies the documentary record has 

thus far revealed.  See, e.g., Dan Christensen and Anthony Summers, Mystery of Sarasota Saudis 

Deepens as Justice Moves to End Lawsuit Citing National Security, Miami Herald, June 3, 2013, 

2013 WLNR 13617416; Michael Pollick, H-T Can Join Suit Over 9/11 Documents, Sarasota 

Herald-Tribune, Mar. 21, 2014, 2014 WLNR 7733265. The newsworthiness of Amici’s coverage 

and the importance of this litigation have been affirmed by those most directly impacted by 9/11, 

victims and their families.  In the wake of Amicis’ reporting, a survivors’ rights group has called 

upon the FBI to be more transparent about its Sarasota investigation and are deeply vested in the 

outcome of the instant case.  See Dan Christensen and Anthony Summers, 9/11 Family Members 

Demand FBI ‘Come Clean’ About Sarasota Saudis, Miami Herald, June 7, 2013, 2013 WLNR 

14041276; Michael Pollick, 9/11 Victims’ Group Applauds Media Suit, Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 

Oct. 3, 2013, 2013 WLNR 24833114.  See also, Sarasota, Saudis and 9/11: FBI Needs to 
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Account for a Family’s Reported Ties to Terrorists, Sarasota Herald-Tribune, Sept. 12, 2013, 

2013 WLNR 22957863.   

B. Media Throughout Florida and the United States Continue to Report 
on the FBI’s 9/11 Sarasota Investigation.  

 To be sure, the FBI’s investigation into 9/11 links in Sarasota is not simply a local 

concern.  Media throughout Florida and the United States published stories stemming from the 

Broward Bulldog’s initial reporting.  Amici here further reinforce that state and national media 

also see the importance of this case and naturally have an interest in ensuring the FBI’s search 

for responsive records under FOIA is as thorough as possible. 

 Florida media statewide have devoted coverage to this story.  Amici’s reporting was also 

published in sister newspapers in the state, including the Lakeland Ledger and the Bradenton 

Herald.  See Michael Pollick, Miami Herald Joins Lawsuit Asking FBI for 9/11 Documents, 

Lakeland Ledger, Sept. 30, 2013;7 Dan Christensen and Anthony Summers, FBI 9/11 

Connection Probe Coverup Has Tampa Hub, Bradenton Herald, 2013 WLNR 22588103.8  

Florida citizens have also taken notice, submitting letters to editors urging a more thorough 

investigation of the Sarasota link to 9/11.  See, e.g., Joseph Doodian, Keep Probing 9/11, Stuart 

News, Mar. 19, 2012, 2012 WLNR 6017178.    

In addition, the Tampa Bay Times, for example, wrote at least three such stories in 2011, 

crediting the Broward Bulldog for breaking stories.  See Stephen Nohlgren and Susan Taylor 

Martin, Before Sept. 11, Saudis Vanished, Tampa Bay Times, Sept. 10, 2011, 2011 WLNR 

                                                 
7 Available at http://www.theledger.com/article/20130930/news/130939973. 
 
8 The Bradenton Herald also published certain stories appearing in the Herald that were 
previously cited in this brief.  See 2013 WLNR 9432322; 2013 WLNR 1363528; 2013 WLNR 
13840898.  
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18052071;9 Susan Taylor Martin and Stephen Nohlgren, FBI Says Saudi Family Not Connected 

to 9/11, Sept. 16, 2011, 2011 WLNR 18455310; Susan Taylor Martin and Stephen Nohlgren, 

Questions Over Saudis’ Abrupt Exit Still Linger, Sept. 25, 2011, 2011 WLNR 19542119.  The 

South Florida Business Journal has also reported on the matter.  See Paul Brinkman, Local 

Journalist Sues FBI Over 9/11 Records, Sept. 6, 2012.10      

Major national media outlets have also covered this matter.  See, e.g., Tom Jackman, Did 

Arlington Have a More Ominous Link to 9-11?, Washington Post, Sept. 12, 2011;11 

Unanswered: What Was Saudis’ Role?, Investor’s Business Daily, Sept. 12, 2011, 2011 WLNR 

17930367; Corky Siemaszko, 9/11 Terrorists Connection to Saudis is Being Hidden, Says 

Former Commission Chief, New York Daily News, Mar. 13, 2012;12 Jamie Reno, Was the Saudi 

Government Involved in the 9/11 Terror Attacks?, The Daily Beast, Mar. 13, 2012;13 Bob 

Graham and Sharon Premoli, Re-Open the 9/11 Investigation Now, Huffington Post, Sept. 11, 

2012;14  Further, the Broward Bulldog’s reporting was picked up by other major news outlets 

such as the Seattle Times and NBC.  See Dan Christensen and Anthony Summers, FBI Report: 

9 An abridged version of this story also ran in the September 12, 2011 edition of the Orlando 
Sentinel.  See 2011 WLNR 18045858. 

10 Available at http://www.bizjournals.com/southflorida/blog/2012/09/local-journalist-sues-fbi-
over-911.html. 

11 Available at http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/the-state-of-nova/post/did-arlington-have-
a-more-ominous-link-to-9-11/2011/09/12/gIQASuBCNK_blog.html.  

12 Available at http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/9-11-terrorists-connection-saudis-
hidden-commission-chief-article-1.1038044. 
13 Available at http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/03/13/was-the-saudi-government-
involved-in-the-9-11-terror-attacks.html. 
14 Available at http://www.huffingtonpost.com/bob-graham/911-saudi-arabia_b_1868863.html. 
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Florida Family Had Ties to People Linked to 9/11 Attacks, Seattle Times, Apr. 16, 2013; 15 Dan 

Christensen and Anthony Summers, Saudi Who Left Fla. Before 9/11 Considered Bin Laden a 

‘Hero,’ Informant told FBI in ’04, NBC News, Mar. 12, 2012.16  

C. International Media Have Also Reported on the FBI’s 9/11 Sarasota 
Investigation.   

Finally, it bears noting that the international press has also found the Sarasota  

investigation newsworthy.  The investigation was of particular interest to UK publications given 

Abdulaziz al-Hijji’s (Esam Ghazzawi’s son-in-law who lived in Mr. Ghazzawi’s Sarasota home 

with his wife, Anoud Ghazzawi) subsequent employment with a London-based subsidiary of 

Saudi Aramco, the Saudi state oil company.  See Anthony Summers, Neil Tweedie and Dan 

Christensen, City Oil Executive and Mystery Link to 9/11 Attackers, Daily Telegraph (UK), Feb. 

18, 2012, 2012 WLNR 3565416; A Saudi Family, a Florida Villa and the Al-Qaeda Death 

Squad, Daily Telegraph (UK), Feb 18, 2012, 2012 WLNR 3565417.  See also Mystery 

Surrounds the Ritzy Florida Home Linked to 9/11 Terrorists – and Why the FBI Didn’t Tell 

Congressional Committee About It, Daily Mail (UK), Sept. 8, 2011.17  

15 Available at http://seattletimes.com/html/nationworld/2020793881_911familyxml.html.  

16 Available at http://investigations.nbcnews.com/_news/2012/03/12/10626973-saudi-who-left-
fla-before-911-considered-bin-laden-a-hero-informant-told-fbi-in-04. MSNBC has also given 
this matter television news coverage.  See Saudi Couple in Fla. Part of 9/11? FBI Says No, 
Others Raise Questions, Sept. 13, 2011.  Available at 
http://investigations.nbcnews.com/_news/2011/09/13/7747417-saudi-couple-in-fla-part-of-911-
fbi-says-no-others-raise-questions (embedded MSNBC video within).  

17 Available at http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2035199/Mystery-surrounds-posh-
Florida-home-linked-9-11-terrorists--FBI-failed-report-it.html. 
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CONCLUSION 

 For the above-stated reasons, this Court should deny the Defendants’ Motion for 

Summary Judgment in its entirety. 

Dated: March 25, 2014  Respectfully submitted, 
 

THOMAS & LOCICERO PL 
 
/s/ Carol Jean LoCicero__________ 
Carol Jean LoCicero 
   Florida Bar No. 603030 
Rachel E. Fugate 
   Florida Bar No. 144029 
601 S. Boulevard 
Tampa, FL  33602 
clocicero@tlolawfirm.com 
rfugate@tlolawfirm.com  
Telephone: (813) 984-3060 
Facsimile:  (813) 984-3070 

 
Attorneys for Amici Curiae 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 I HEREBY CERTIFY that on March 25, 2014, I electronically filed with the Clerk of the 

Court using CM/ECF, The Miami Herald’s and The Sarasota Herald Tribune’s Brief Amici 

Curiae dated March 25, 2014.  I also certify that the same document is being served this day on 

all counsel of record via transmission of Notices of Electronic Filing generated by CM/ECF. 

 
/s/ Carol Jean LoCicero  
Attorney 
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EXHIBIT 5 
 

To Plaintiffs’ Statement of Undisputed and Disputed Material Facts 
Relevant to Defendants’ Motion for Final Summary Judgment 

 
Declaration of Former U.S. Senator Bob Graham 
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IN THE 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

 
Case No. 12-61735-Civ-Zloch 

 
BROWARD BULLDOG, INC., a Florida   ) 
Corporation not for profit, and DAN  ) 
CHRISTENSEN, founder, operator and editor ) 
of the BrowardBulldog.com website, )  
  ) 
 Plaintiffs,  ) 
  ) 
v.  )  
  ) 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 950  ) 
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW Washington, DC  ) 
20530, and FEDERAL BUREAU OF  ) 
INVESTIGATION, 935 Pennsylvania Avenue,  ) 
NW Washington, DC 20535,  ) 
  ) 
 Defendants.  ) 
  ) 

 
Declaration of D. Robert Graham 

 
 D. Robert Graham, pursuant to 28 U. S. C. § 1746, hereby declares under penalty of 

perjury as follows: 

1. My full name is Daniel Robert “Bob” Graham.  

2. I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth in this declaration. 

3. From 1966 through 1970, I served as a member of the Florida State House of 

Representatives and from 1970 through 1978, as a Member of the Florida State Senate. Between 

1979 and 1987, I served as Governor of the State of Florida.  

4. From January 3, 1987 to January 3, 2005, I served as a United States Senator for 

the State of Florida. During my tenure as a United States Senator, I served on the Senate Select 
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Committee on Intelligence for  ten (10) years, and as Chairman of that Committee between June 

6, 2001 and January 3, 2003.  

5. In my capacity as Chairman of the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, I co-

chaired the Joint Inquiry of the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence and House Permanent 

Select Committee on Intelligence into intelligence community activities before and after the 

terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001 (the “Joint Inquiry”).  

6. Following my retirement from the Senate, I served for one year as a senior fellow 

at the Kennedy School of Government. Thereafter, from May 2008 to February 2010, I served as 

Chairman of the Commission on the Prevention of Weapons of Mass Destruction Proliferation 

and Terrorism, whose mandate was to build on the work of the National Commission on 

Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States (the “9/11 Commission”).  

7. I also served as a Commissioner on the  Financial Crisis Inquiry Commission, 

established by Congress in May 2009 to examine the global and domestic causes of the financial 

crisis. On May 21,2010, President Barack Obama appointed me as Co-Chair of the National 

Commission on the BP Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill and Offshore Drilling.  

8. From 2010-2012, I have served as a member of the Central Intelligence Agency 

External Advisory Board.  

9. I am the Chair of the Board of Overseers of the Graham Center for Public Service 

at the University of Florida, and the author of numerous books and articles, including 

Intelligence Matters: The CIA, the FBI, Saudi Arabia and the Failure of America's War on 

Terror (Random House, 2004). 

10. I submit this declaration on behalf of the Plaintiffs, based on my experiences as a 

long-time Member of the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence and Co-Chair of the Joint 

Case 0:12-cv-61735-WJZ   Document 29-5   Entered on FLSD Docket 05/31/2013   Page 3 of 15Appeal: 14-1678      Doc: 110-2            Filed: 08/24/2015      Pg: 29 of 363

Jim
Typewritten Text
29



Case No. 12-61735-Civ-Zloch 

3 
 

Inquiry, descriptions of activities in the Final Report of the 911 Commission and other reports 

and published materials. 

11. In February 2002, the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence and the House 

Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence agreed to conduct a Joint Inquiry into the activities 

of the U.S. intelligence community in connection with the terrorist attacks perpetrated against 

our nation on September 11, 2001. The Committees’ decision was unprecedented in 

congressional history: for the first time, two permanent committees, one from the House and one 

from the Senate, would join together to conduct a single, unified inquiry. 

12. The three principal goals of the Joint Inquiry were to:  

•  Conduct a factual review of what the intelligence community knew 
or should have known prior to September 11, 2001, regarding the 
international terrorist threat to the United States, to include the 
scope and nature of any possible international terrorist attacks 
against the United States and its interests;  

•  Identify and examine any systemic problems that may have 
impeded the intelligence community in learning of or preventing 
these attacks in advance; and  

•  Make recommendations to improve the intelligence community's 
ability to identify and prevent future international terrorist attacks. 

13. The Joint Inquiry had the specific charter to review the activities of the 

Intelligence Community and was limited to approximately one year’s duration.  The Joint 

Inquiry completed its work with the submission of a Final Report to Congress on December 20, 

2002.  A copy of the declassified version of  the Final Report is attached as Exhibit A.   

14. At the beginning of the investigation in February 2002, each of the intelligence 

agencies, including the FBI was asked to provide all information that the agencies possessed.  

15. During the course of the Joint Inquiry, the Committees held nine public hearings 

and thirteen closed sessions in which classified information was considered. In addition, the Joint 
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Inquiry Staff has reviewed almost 500,000 pages of relevant documents from the Intelligence 

Community agencies and other sources, of which about 100,000 pages were selected for 

incorporation into the Joint Inquiry’s records.  

16. The Staff also conducted approximately 300 interviews, and participated in 

numerous briefings and panel discussions, that involved almost 600 individuals from the 

Intelligence Community agencies, other U.S. Government organizations, state and local entities, 

and representatives of the private sector and foreign governments. 

17. As part of the Joint Inquiry, the Inquiry staff conducted an intensive investigation 

into the details of the 9/11 plot, the activities of the 19 hijackers, and the existence of a network 

of support that allowed them to carry out the September 11, 2001, attacks.  

18.  The Joint Inquiry considered testimony from many witnesses from the FBI 

including Director Robert Mueller; Deputy Assistant Director for Counterterrorism and 

Counterintelligence James Caruso; Financial Review Group Section Chief Dennis Lorme; 

Special Agent Michael Rolince; Deputy General Counsel M.E. Bowman; Former Director Louis 

Freeh; and Executive Assistant Director Pasquale D’Amoro.   

19. In addition, the Joint Inquiry heard from or interviewed numerous FBI employees 

and agents throughout the United States and the world.  

20. To the best of my knowledge and belief, none of the FBI employees or agents 

with whom the Joint Inquiry had contact advised the Joint Inquiry that the FBI had conducted 

any investigation of the persons living at 4224 Escondito Circle in a gated community known as 

Prestancia in Sarasota, Florida or specifically of Abdulaziz al-Hijji, his wife Anoud, or his 

father-in-law and mother-in-law Esam and Deborah Ghazzawi. 
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21. I initially learned that the FBI had conducted such an investigation when Anthony 

Summers and Dan Christensen contacted me on Sunday, September 4, 2011 to let me know that 

they were planning to publish a report about the FBI investigation that had commenced soon 

after the September 11, 2001 attacks.  I was surprised to learn of this FBI investigation because 

the Joint Inquiry had instructed the FBI to provide it with all information relative to the 9/11 

tragedy.  Mr. Christensen’s comments were the first time that I was made aware of a 9/11 related 

investigation in Sarasota.  

22. Mr. Summers and Mr. Christensen advised me that they had learned that a 

neighbor of the al-Hijjis, Patrick Gallagher, had sent an email to the FBI on September 11, 2001, 

expressing his suspicions concerning the al-Hijjis, and that agents quickly arrived and conducted 

a comprehensive investigation.  According to Mr. Christensen, Jone Weist, president of the 

group that managed Prestancia, confirmed the arrival of the FBI and said that the FBI had 

requested copies of the al-Hijjis’ financial transactions involving the home at 4224 Escondido 

Circle.  Mr. Christensen also advised me that Larry Berberich, senior administrator and security 

officer of the gated community known as Prestancia and an adviser to the Sarasota County 

sheriff, reported to law enforcement that the al-Hijjis left the home at 4224 Escondido Circle on 

or about August 30, 2001, apparently abandoning the home; all of its contents including food, 

clothing, and furnishings; and three recently registered vehicles.  Mr. Christensen further said 

that agents apparently found phone records and Prestancia gate records linking the house on 

Escondido Circle to the September 11 hijackers.    

23. I told Mr. Christensen that at the beginning the Joint Inquiry’s investigation in 

February 2002, each of the intelligence agencies, including the FBI, was asked to provide all 

information that the agency possessed in relation to 9/11.  I also told him that FBI’s failure to tell 
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the Inquiry about the Sarasota investigation was similar to its failure to provide information 

linking the September 11 hijackers to other Saudis in California.  Investigators from the Joint 

Inquiry themselves discovered the California relationship.   

24. The 28-page section of the Inquiry’s Final Report dealing with “sources of foreign 

support for some of the Sept. 11 hijackers,” remains classified to this day even though 

declassification would not, in my opinion, endanger national security.   

25. The Joint Inquiry turned over the records it had accumulated to the National 

Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States (“the 9/11 Commission”) which was 

created by Congress and the President on November 27, 2002.  

26. The 9/11 Commission completed its work on July 22, 2004 with the completion 

of “The 9/11 Commission Report.”  A copy of the report is attached as Exhibit B.  The 9/11 

Commission Report stated that the 9/11 Commission had “found no evidence that the Saudi 

government as an institution or senior Saudi officials individually funded al Qaeda.  (This 

conclusion does not exclude the likelihood that charities or commercial entities with significant 

Saudi government sponsorship or less than senior Saudi officials individually diverted funds to al 

Qaeda.)”  Exhibit B at 171. This statement from the report underscores that the 9/11 Commission 

was not provided with the information regarding the FBI’s Sarasota investigation.   

27. It appears to me that the FBI was not forthcoming with the Joint Inquiry regarding 

its Sarasota investigation.    

28. Mr. Christensen advised me on Saturday, September 10, 2011, that on Friday, 

September 9, 2011, FBI Special Agent Michael D. Leverock in Miami had issued a public 

statement confirming the existence of its Sarasota investigation, that the investigation was 

resolved and determined not to be related to any threat nor connected to the 9/11 plot, and that all 

Case 0:12-cv-61735-WJZ   Document 29-5   Entered on FLSD Docket 05/31/2013   Page 7 of 15Appeal: 14-1678      Doc: 110-2            Filed: 08/24/2015      Pg: 33 of 363

Jim
Typewritten Text
33



Case No. 12-61735-Civ-Zloch 

7 
 

of the documentation pertaining to the 9/11 investigation was made available to the 9/11 

Commission and the Joint Inquiry.   

29. This assertion by the FBI was not credible because no one who I had spoken to 

with the Joint Inquiry said that the Inquiry had received any information on the FBI’s Sarasota 

investigation.  See Paragraphs 42 and 43 regarding my further research on this point.  

30.   I told Mr. Christensen the FBI’s recent statement was further evidence that the 

U.S. government is concealing information about possible Saudi involvement in the September 

11 attacks.        

31.  In September 2011, I personally asked John Brennan, the President’s Chief of 

Counterterrorism, to ask the President to look into the FBI’s Sarasota investigation.  An assistant 

to Mr. Brennan, David Turk, responded to my request with an e-mail indicating that Mr. Brennan 

had asked the FBI about my inquiry and was told that the 9/11 Commission was well aware of 

the Sarasota house/occupants and chose not to include it in the final 9/11 Commission report 

because it didn’t stick to the wall.  I was disappointed and somewhat surprised.  The White 

House accepted, without independent verification, what the FBI said in spite of the FBI’s 

reputation for not being as transparent as it should be in areas where there are no national 

security concerns.   

32. Mr. Christensen advised me that on Thursday, September 15, 2011, Stephen E. 

Ibison, FBI special agent in charge of the Tampa Field Office, issued this further statement: 

In order to address allegations reported in a September Miami Herald article, Link 
to 9/11 hijackers found in Sarasota, the FBI is furnishing the following statement 
to correct the public record.  The FBI did follow up on the information about 
suspicions surrounding the referenced Sarasota home and family.  Family 
members were subsequently located and interviewed.  At no time did the FBI 
develop evidence that connected the family members to any of the 9/11 hijackers 
as suggested in the article, and there was no connection found to the 9/11 plot.  
The anonymous “counterterrorism officer” cited in the article apparently was not 
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an FBI agent and had no access to the facts and circumstances pertaining to the 
resolution of this lead, otherwise this person would know this matter was resolved 
without any nexus to the 9/11 plot.   Finally, all of the documentation regarding 
the 9/11 investigation was made available to the 9/11 Commission and the JICI. 

 
33. The files compiled by the Joint Inquiry are maintained by the United States 

Senate.  Soon after learning that the FBI apparently claimed to have turned over the files 

regarding its Sarasota investigation to the Joint Inquiry, I asked James A. Wolfe, security 

director for the Senate Intelligence Committee and the custodian of the records of the Joint 

Inquiry, to let me know whether the Joint Inquiry’s files contained any records that the FBI had 

given the Joint Inquiry concerning its Sarasota investigation. 

34. Mr. Wolfe advised me that he contacted the FBI to request file numbers and dates 

for the FBI files regarding the Sarasota investigation, that he obtained file numbers and dates 

from the FBI, that he reviewed the identified Joint Inquiry files, and that he concluded that those 

Joint Inquiry files did not in fact contain records regarding the FBI’s Sarasota investigation. 

35. Mr. Wolfe also advised me, however, that the FBI then provided to him two files, 

one dated April 16, 2002, and the other dated September 16, 2002, both of which were five pages 

or less, which did reflect information concerning the FBI’s Sarasota investigation.  Mr. Wolfe 

had not requested these specific files from the FBI.  Instead, he had asked for direction that 

would facilitate his locating information which was already in the files of the Joint Inquiry.  

36. I reviewed those documents and concluded that they contradicted the FBI’s public 

statements concerning its Sarasota investigation.  To me, the documents reflected that the 

investigation was not a robust inquiry concerning suspicions related to Saudi nationals who 

resided in Sarasota before September 11, 2001, that an important investigative lead was not 

pursued, and that unsubstantiated statements were accepted as true.  One of the documents 
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reflected that an FBI agent suggested that another federal agency should be asked to join the 

investigation, but that the idea was rejected.  

37. I shared this information with the White House which responded by setting up a 

meeting between me and FBI Deputy Director Sean Joyce during the week of Thanksgiving, 

2011.   

38. At that meeting, Joyce acknowledged that the FBI files that I had reviewed 

appeared to contradict the FBI’s public statements concerning its Sarasota investigation, but he 

said that other FBI files would place those files in context and show that the FBI’s public 

statements concerning the Sarasota investigation were correct.   

39. I asked Joyce if I could review the other files that he referenced.  He assured me 

that I would be shown those additional files.  He asked a female FBI agent who was attending 

the meeting to provide those additional files to me.   

40. In December 2011, the scheduled meeting at which I was to review the additional 

FBI files was canceled and I was told that I would be allowed no further access to FBI 

information about Sarasota. 

41. I have learned that the FBI agent who was responsible for the Sarasota 

investigation has been transferred by the FBI to Honolulu, Hawaii.  I called his office in Hawaii 

twice to attempt to ask him questions about the FBI’s Sarasota investigation.  On neither 

occasion was he available to speak with me.  I left messages asking him to call me.  He has not 

to date returned my calls.  Mr. Joyce has advised me that he instructed the agent not to speak 

with me.   

42. I have contacted the co-chairs of the 9/11 Commission, Republican Thomas Kean 

and Democrat Lee Hamilton and I have asked them if the 9/11 Commission ever learned of the 
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FBI’s Sarasota investigation.  Both advised me that they were unaware of it.  Kean told me that if 

the 9/11 Commission had learned of the Sarasota investigation it would have worked it hard 

because it seemed implausible that the hijackers had completed the planning of the September 11 

attacks alone.  Phil Zelikow, the 9/11 Commission’s executive director, also told me that the 9/11 

Commission did not receive any documents from the FBI concerning the Sarasota investigation. 

43. I also contacted Porter Goss, chairman of the U.S. House of Representative 

Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence in 2002 and co-chair with me of the Joint Inquiry, 

and Eleanor Hill, staff director of the Joint Inquiry to ask them if he ever had become aware of 

the FBI’s Sarasota investigation.  They said they  had no awareness of that investigation.   

44. I am troubled by what appears to me to be a persistent effort by the FBI to conceal 

from the American people information concerning possible Saudi support of the September 11 

attacks. 

45. I have been advised that the plaintiffs in this lawsuit submitted a Freedom of 

Information request to the FBI on October 27, 2011 requesting a search of the FBI’s indices to 

the Central Records System and the filings system of the bureau’s Tampa field office for 

information pertaining to an anti-terrorism investigation regarding activities at the residence at 

4224 Escondito Circle, in the Prestancia development near Sarasota, Florida prior to 9/11/2001.    

46. I have been further advised that the request specified that the activities involve 

apparent visits to that address by some of the deceased 9/11/hijackers, that the FBI investigation 

began in the fall of 2001 and continued into at least 2003, and that local FBI officials had said 

the investigation was closed. I also understand that the request sought copies of all FBI 302 

reports about the matter as well as related investigative reports or FBI memos or correspondence 

– including the FBI’s findings and conclusions as to what happened at that address, and reports, 
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information or summaries obtained about the matter from any foreign law enforcement 

organization or intelligence services, to include Saudi intelligence.       

47. The two documents shown to me by the FBI dated April 16, 202, and September 

16, 2002, and referenced in paragraphs 35 and 36 above are responsive to the plaintiffs’ FOIA 

request and they reflect that the FBI should have additional responsive documents to the 

plaintiffs’ FOIA request.   

48. By virtue of my service as co-chair of the Joint Inquiry and my many years of 

service in the United States Senate, I have become familiar with the nature of the documentation 

that the FBI creates in connection with investigations such as the Sarasota investigation 

described herein.  An investigation of that type leads to the creation in the ordinary course of the 

operation of the FBI of numerous records showing the initial reports made to law enforcement 

agents, investigations conducted relating to the initial reports, field investigations of the reports, 

statements taken by witnesses, documents collected from witnesses, and analyses of the raw data 

and information that it collected.  In light of this pattern and practice of the FBI, it is entirely 

implausible that the FBI did not create or would not now be able to locate documents of this type 

that are responsive to the plaintiffs’ Freedom of Information Act request in this case. 

49. I began preparation of this declaration at the request of the plaintiffs in January, 

2013, after the defendants filed initial disclosures on January 9, 2013 (DE-12), stating that they 

“have not located any records responsive to the plaintiffs’ [FOIA] request.”  Before I completed 

the declaration, plaintiffs advised me that on March 28, 2013, the Department of Justice advised 

them that, contrary to the initial disclosures, it had located 35 pages of documents responsive to 

their request, that it was withholding four pages of those documents, and that it was producing 

the remaining 31 pages, after certain information in them had been redacted.  
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50. Plaintiffs provided me a copy of the 31 pages produced to them and I reviewed 

them.  Only one of the two documents I have referenced in paragraphs 35 and 36, the document 

dated April 16, 2002, was included in the documents produced to the plaintiffs on March 28, 

2013.  That document is numbered SARASOTA-5-6.  The September 16, 2002, document that 

the FBI showed me was not produced to the plaintiffs. 

51. The documents that were produced on March 28, 2013, not only do not contain 

one of the documents shown to me by the FBI, they also do not appear to be the full record of the 

FBI investigation that was conducted.  Once the FBI had found “many connections” between the 

persons under investigation and individuals associated with the September 11, 2001, terrorist 

attacks, see SARASOTA-5-6, the FBI should have taken statements from all persons who knew 

those persons, should have obtained the gatehouse records of the Prestancia subdivision where 

4224 Escondito Circle is located, should have compared the license plates on vehicles that the 

FBI had reason to believe that the terrorists used with photographs that were taken of license tags 

of vehicles that passed through the Prestancia gatehouse, should have obtained financial records 

showing how homeowners association fees were paid, and should have created inventories of 

property taken from the home, at a minimum.  On a matter of this magnitude and significance, 

my expectation is that the FBI would have hundreds or even thousands of pages of documents 

relating to the 4224 Escondito Circle investigation, and that those documents would be well 

indexed and easily retrievable to this day.  As is apparent from the small number of documents 

released, this was not an investigation of run-of-the-mill criminal matters  It related to matters of 

paramount national importance.  

52. The released documents bearing page numbers SARASOTA-5-6 and 

SARASOTA-34-35 state that the FBI found “many connections” between the persons under 
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investigation and “individuals associated with the terrorist attacks on 9/11/2001.”  Any FBI 

investigative document making such an observation should have been provided immediately to 

the Joint Inquiry and called specifically to its attention, not left buried in a mountain of other 

documents.   Documents of this type have a direct bearing on the critical issues of whether the 19 

individuals who are known to have carried out the attacks on September 11, 2001, did so with 

the support of a significant network of others living in the United States and, if so, whether our 

law enforcement agencies have taken appropriate actions against those other persons and to 

prevent them from supporting other terrorist attacks in the future.   

53. The FBI was aware that the Joint Inquiry had been charged with (1) conducting a 

factual review of what the intelligence community knew or should have known prior to 

September 11, 2001; (2) identifying and examining any systemic problems that may have 

impeded the intelligence community in learning of or preventing these attacks in advance; and 

(3) making recommendations to improve the intelligence community's ability to identify and 

prevent future international terrorist attacks.  The FBI’s failure to call documents finding “many 

connections” between Saudis living in the United States and individuals associated with the 

terrorist attacked to the attention of the Joint Inquiry interfered with the Inquiry’s ability to 

complete its mission.       

54. In a letter to Sen. Patrick Leahy of Vermont dated November 22, 2011, produced 

to the plaintiffs and marked as SARASOTA-3-4, the Department of Justice asserted that “records 

concerning the Sarasota matter . . . were . . . available to congressional investigators,” the “FBI is 

unable to ascertain whether these investigators reviewed records concerning the Sarasota 

family,” and the “FBI has not identified any specific requests made by the investigators 

concerning the Sarasota family.” 
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55. These statements are troubling and they raise many questions concerning why the 

FBI proceeded as it did.  Most FBI records are theoretically “available” to congressional 

investigators, but as a practical matter records of an FBI investigation about which Congress has 

no knowledge are effectively concealed unless brought forward by the FBI because investigators 

lack information needed to formulate a specific request for them. 

56. Public disclosure of all records of the FBI’s Sarasota investigation now would 

shed much light on why the FBI acted as it did and would allow the public to evaluate whether 

the FBI reacted appropriately to the important evidence that it found.       

57. I am unaware of any national security interests that would be harmed by 

disclosure of the records of the investigation or of any other interests that would warrant 

maintaining the confidentiality of these records at this time.  In fact, disclosures should serve our 

national security interests by showing what actions the FBI took or failed to take once it found 

connections between persons under investigation in Sarasota, Florida, and individuals associated 

with the September 11 attacks. 

 Declarant says nothing further.  Executed in Hingham, Massachusetts on May 31, 2013. 

 

   s/ D. Robert Graham    
           D. Robert Graham 
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MR JAMES BRIAN SPENCER 
PMB 183 
7001 SAINT ANDREWS ROAD 
COLUMBIA, SC 29212 

Dear ~ .. 1r. Spencer: 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 

February 16, 2006 

Request No.: 1037695 
Subject: SPENCER, JAMES BRIAN 

This is in response to your Freedom of Information-Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request. 

Your previous FOIPA request and our correspondence were the only records located by a search 
of the indices to our central records system files of our Columbia field office. 

You may file an administrative appeal by writing to the Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. 
Department of Justice, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Suite 11050 Washington D.C. 20530-0001, within 
sixty days from the date of this letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked "Freedom of 
Information Appeal" or "Information Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request so 
that it may be easily identified. 

Sincerely yours, 

David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 
Record/Information 

Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 
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Lr.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

fu.shington, D.C.20535

November 10,2005
MR JAMES BRIAN SPENCER
POST MASTER BOX ,183

7OOO1 SAINT ANDREWS ROAD
COLUMBIA, SC 29212

Request No.: 1032355- 000
Subject: SPENCER, JAMES BRIAN

Dear Mr. Spencer:

This is in response to your Freedom of lnformation-Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request noted above.

To promptly respond to requests, we concentrate on identifying main files in the Central
Records System at FBI Headquarters. No records responsive to your FOIPA request were located by a
search of the automated and manual indices.

You may file an administrative appeal by writing to the Co-Director, Office of lnformation and
Privacy, United States Department of Justice, Flag Building, Suite 570, Washington, D.C. 20530, within
sixty days from receipt of this letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked "Freedom of
lnformation Appeal" or "lnformation Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request so
that it may be easily identified.

David M. Hardy
Section Chief,
Record/lnformation

Dissemination Section
Records Management Division

Enclosure

Sincerely yours,

B,e.d-*
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U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C. 20535

November 30,2005

MS IRENE SANTACROCE
205 DEER TRACE CIRCLE
MYRTLE BEACH, SC 29588

Request No.: 1033399- 000
Subject: SANTACROCE, IRENE

Dear Ms. San[acroce:

This is in response to your Freedom of lnformation-Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request noted above.

To promptly respond to requests, we concentrate on identifying main files in the Central Records
System at FBI Headquarters. No records responsive to your FOIPA request were located by a search of
the automated and manual indices.

You may file an administrative appeal by writing to the Co-Director, Office of lnformation and
Privacy, United States Department of Justice, Flag Building, Suite 570, Washington, D.C. 20530, within
sixty days from receipt of this letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked "Freedom of
lnformation Appeal" or "lnformation Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request so
that it may be easily identified.

David M. Hardy
Section Chief,
Record/lnformation

Dissemination Section
Recorcis Management Division

Enclosure

Sincerely yours,

@
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U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C. 20535

April 5, 2006

MS MARGUERITE S STEPHENS
207 DEER TRACE CIRCLE
MYRTLE BEACH, SC 29588

Request No.: 1042935- 000
Subject: STEPHENS, MARGUERITE S

Dear Ms. Stephens:

This is in response to your Freedom of lnformation-Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request noted above.

A search of the automated indices to our central records system files at FBI Headquarters located
no records responsive to your FOIPA request.

Although no records responsive to your FOIPA request were located in our automated indices, we
are required to inform you that you are entitled to file an administrative appeal if you so desire. Appeals
should be directed in writing to the Co-Director, Office of lnformation and Privacy, U. S. Department of
Justice, 1425 New York Ave., NW, Suite 1 1050, Washington, D. C. 20530-0001 , within 60 days from the
date of this letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked "lnformation Appeal." Please cite
the FOIPA request number assigned to your request so that it may easily be identified.

David M. Hardy
Section Chief,
Record/lnformation

Dissemination Section
Records Management Division

Sincerely yours,

@
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U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of lnvestigation
Washington, D.C.20535

August 6,2O15

MS. IRENE SANTACROCE
205 DEER TRACE CIRCLE
MYRTLE BEACH, SC 29588

FOIPA Request No.: 1332997-000
Subject: SANTACROCE, IRENE

Dear Ms. Santacroce:

This is in response to your Freedom of lnformation/Privacy Act (FOIPA) request.

Based on the information you provided, we conducted a search of the Central Records System. We
were unable to identify main file records responsive to the FOIPA. lf you have additional information
pertaining to the subject that you believe was of investigative interest to the Bureau, please provide us the
details and we will conduct an additional search.

ln accordance with standard FBI practice and pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7XE)/ Privacy Act
exemption (lX2) t5 U.S.C. S 5521552a (b)(7XEy(iX2)1, this response neither confirms nor denies the existence
of your subject's name on any watch lists.

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national
security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S. C. $ 552(c) (2006 & Supp. lV (2010). This
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard
notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records
do, or do not, exist.

For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.qov/foia website under "Contact Us."
The FOIPA Request number listed above has been assigned to your request, Please use this number in all
correspondence concerning your request. Your patience is appreciated.

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of lnformation Policy (OlP), U.S. Department
of Justice, 1425 New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you may submit an
appeal through OIP's eFOIA portal at http://www.iustice.qov/oip/efoia-portal.html. Your appeal must be
receiveci by OIF within sixty (60) ciays frorrr ihe date of this letier in oi'Cei"to be considered timely. The
envelope and the letter should be clearly marked "Freedom of lnformation Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA
Request Number in any correspondence to us for proper identification of your request.

Enclosed for your information is a copy of the FBI Fact Sheet and Explanation of Exemptions.

Sincerely,

David M. Hardy
Section Chief,
Record/lnformation

Dissemination Section
Records Management Division

Enclosure(s)
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[ 
[ 

• • 
PART I 

SECTION 44. CIVIL RIGHTS 

Determine what criminal and judicial action has been taken or is c_onternplated 
by authorities against victim(s) and subject(s). Conduct appropriat-.criminal· 
record checks for each victim and subject. An inquiry with the state · 
computerized law enforcement system is normally sufficient. In death cases, 
obtain a copy of the report of the autopsy if conducted, or coroner's report. 
Do not delay completion of investigation awaiting these reports but show in 
your report what steps have been taken to obtain relevant records. 

(5) Obtain copies of any medical records relating to treaonent 
received by each victim for injuries allegedly sustained at the hands of 
subject(s). Some hospitals and doctors may require a release (FD-465) signed 
by victim or a subpoena before making records available. If a subpoena is 
necessary, obtain the name of the person for whom a subpoena duces cecum 
should be issued. An FD-302 should be prepared identifying the source of 
these records and date obtained. Ensure copies of these records are readable. 

(6) Conduct field office indices search and set out information 
regarding other civil rights allegation(s) made against each subject. Also, 
co~duct an indices search regarding victim(s) and summarize infonnation 
contained in field office file(s). 

At this point, 
the SAC, the investigation 
indicates that the case is 
therefore does not warrant 
investigation to FBIHQ for 
reporting guidelines.)] 

a 44A case may be closed when, in the opinion of 
establishes that the totalitv of the circumstances 
not of a serious or substantial nature and 
further investigation. Furnish results of 
transmittal to the DOJ. (See Section 44-5 for 

[ 
[[44-4.2 Additional Investigation Required · Substantial Case 

If the case is determined to be serious and· substantial in nature, 
conduct the following additional investigation: 

(1) Interview each subject for full details of 
a par~ of each inter.riew, secure the identity of witnesses. 
physical description and background for each subject during 
police records. (See Section 44-10.6(9) regarding the need 
st.atement.S.) 

the incident. As 
Obtain a complete 

inter.riew or from 
for signed 

(2) Interview all or a sufficient number of witnesses to fully 
develop the facts of the case. Identity of witnesses may be obtained from 
subject(s), victim(s), or police reports. Obtain and document the names and 
addresses of all witnesses who were not inter.riewed during the investigation. 
As a part of the interview with each witness, obtain full name, address, 
telephone number, employment, race, sex, date of birth and social security 
number. Advise witnesses that information furnished may be used in a court of 
law. 

(3) Identify and inter-View all physicians and other medical and 
paramedical personnel who treated each victim for injuries allegedly sustained 
at the hands of subject(s), including the ambulance attendants who transported 
victim(s) to the hospital, the hospital admission clerks, orderlies, and the 
nurses involved in the treatment of victim(s). In the interviews with the 
doctors and other medical personnel also determine the following information: 
the severity of victim's injuries, whether victim's injuries could have been 
caused the way he/she or subject(s) claim, whether victim appeared intoxicated 
(especially if subject(s) claim the victim was), and whether victim was 
belligerent and/or unruly (especially if subject(s) claims he/she was). In. 
death cases, interview the pathologist or medical examiner who performed the 
autopsy. 

188 
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• • PART I 

SECTION 44. CIVIL RIGHTS 

[ (m) Results of the field office file review; USA's op1n1on; 
[ SAC's authority to close the case; and list of subject(s) and victim(s) 
[ addresses are to be set forth on an investigative insert(s) which nol"mally 
[ appears at the end of the report. With respect to the notification list, the 
[ CRD, DOJ has established a procedure by which subject law enforcement agency 
[ officers, victims and complainants are notified by letter of the DOJ's 
[ decision to close Civil Rights cases after reviewing FBI reports. To assist 
[ the DOJ in notifying subject(s), victim(s), and complainant(s), a list of the 
[ subject(s), victim(s), and complainant(s), along with addresses where they may 
[ be notified is to be clearly set forth on the last page of a report. If 
[ during the course of the investigation, the head or other appropriate official 
[ of the subject officer's department or agency specifically requests to be 
[ notified, that specific request should be noted in the details of your report 
[ on the last page. Clearly state that this official specifically desires 
[ departmental notification. Without this statement the DOJ will not advise the 
[ official. Set forth the name and title of the appropriate official and the 
[ address to which notification may be sent. 

[ 
[ 
[ 

(n) Three copies of each report and three copies of report 
enclosures are to be submitted to FBIHQ. One copy of report and enclosures is 
to be fonJarded to the USA.] 

44-6 INVESTIGATIVE PROCEDURE - 44B MATTERS - NONBRUTALITY 

(1) Interview complainant and/or victim(s) if readily available. 
[ Secure same information as set forth under[44-4.l(l)]during interview. 

(2) Where appropriate to round out the investigation, check 
police records, office indices, court records, institution records and any 
other records pertinent to the case. 

(3) Examples of nonbrutality allegations are as follows: 

(a) Unlawful arrest or detention 

(b) Unlawful search or seizure 

(c) Police harassment or abuse of power 

(d) Failure of any public official to take official action. 
This involves cases in which a public official, who is a witness to, or 
cognizant of, a deprivation of civil rights of an individual, such as an 
assault upon that individual, fails to take appropriate action to protect that 
individual's person or rights. 

(e) Deprivation of civil rights in connection with trial, 
conviction, or sentence. Includes allegations of improper extradition 
procedures. 

(f) Deprivations relating to or growing out of treatment of 
incarcera·ted persons or concerning administration of prisons or jails. 

(g) Alleged unlawful deprivation of property by purported 
action of any public agency. Involves cases relative to imposition of zoning 
restrictions on property, exercise of eminent domain without due process of 
law, and like situations. 

190.01 
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RECORD NO. 14-1678

IN THE
UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS

FOR THE FOURTH CIRCUIT

Doris Holt, et al.,

Plaintffi-Appellants

v.

Horry County, South Carolina, et a1.,

Defendants-Appellees

ON APPE,AL FROM TFIE LINITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR TFIE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA

Michael G. Sribnick, M.D., J.D., LLC
3 Kenilworth Avenue
Charleston, S.C. 29403
Phone: (843) 789-3504
Fax: (843) 789-3504
Email : michael. g. sribnickmdj dllc @gmail. com
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AFFIDAVIT OF IRENE SANTACROCE

PERSONALLY APPEARED BEFORE ME, Irene Santacroce, who being

duly sworn, deposes and says as follows:

1. I am over eighteen years of age and am qualified to testifu.

2. The information in this declaration is true and correct and based on my

personal knowledge.

3. I became the Corporate Secretary of Southern Holdings, Inc., ("Southern")

in December of 1999.

4. Prior to becoming the corporate secretary of Southern I was Property

Manager for a conglomerate of time share resort properties for a period of

twenty four years and as such put together budgets and handled every aspect

of property management.

5. As part of my responsibilities with Southern I maintained shareholder

records, handled shareholder relations and maintained and distributed the

corporate board minutes and corporate books.

6. As part of my responsibilities with Southern I was assembling Southern

corporate records in preparation for an upcoming SEC required audit as

Page 2 of7

Y

Appeal: 14-1678      Doc: 110-2            Filed: 08/24/2015      Pg: 102 of 363

Jim
Typewritten Text
102



Southern was in the process of acquiring a publicly traded company

headquartered in Las Vegas, Nevada. At that time I was assisting our CPA

who was also located in Las Vegas, Nevada.

7. My father, John Santacroce, was a member of the Southern Board of

Directors and was a retired New York City Police Detective. He was

awarded the Gold Shield, and had thirty six years of investigative law

enforcement experience.

8. In 1999 I was asked to assist my father in reviewing and confirming the

money flows between the banks, tobacco companies, purchasers, distributors

and Ivestra, S.A., ("Ivestra") from the records of Ivestra and the records of

the former CEO of lvestra, Mr. Roy Sheriff.

9. My review of the books of account and other materials confirmed that

Ivestra, was involved in the smuggling of finished tobacco products financed

by and for the benefit of Saudi charities including Al-Haramain Islamic

Foundation (AHIF) and the World Assembly for Muslim Youth (WAMY).

10. Accoreling to Ii'estra's recr:rels" Mr:lliarred Abed Abdel Aal and Mohammed

Jamal Khalifa provided instructions to Roy Sheriff regarding the distribution

of funds from the profits of the smuggling and directing them to various

banks including, but not limited to, Interbank Aruba, Al Rajhi, HSBC and

NationsBank.

Page 3 of7
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1 l.The Ivestra records I reviewed documented that funding for the purchase

of tobacco for the smuggling activities was originally arranged through

an individual named Turki al-Faisal in conjunction with the R.J. Reynolds

tobacco company.

12. I was both aware of and supported the decision of the Southern Board of

Directors to sell Ivestra due to the illegal smuggling of tobacco products,

gold and anns that was being conducted through Ivestra.

13. As part of my father's recommendation to sell Ivestra and report these

activities to the authorities, Southern had its legal representative firm from

South America, Bentata and Associates, contact Interpol, the United States

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms and Venezuelan law enforcement

Authorities and provide them the corporate records of the evidence of the

smuggling of tobacco products, gold and firearms.

14. I was on the telephone call with the CEO James Spencer when he made the

call to the law firm referred to above. I took notes as to the documentation

they requested for presentation to the authorities, and both packaged and

mailed the information out to the law firm.

15. I was aware that Ancil Garvin and David Smith, who were members of the

Southem Board of Directors, wanted to maintain these business dealings

with Ivestra and Roy Sheriff. They made their position clear at a June 1999

Page 4 of7 tr
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Board of Directors meeting I attended at Murrells Inlet, South Carolina.

Subsequently, I supported the request for them to resign from the Board

when the decision was made to sever these business ties and sell lvestra.

16. My support of the dismantling of the smuggling operations and the

reporting that I did of the smuggling that was being carried out by Ivestra

resulted in physical assaults and death threats against my child and me.

17. I filed police complaints on the threats and physical assault with the Horry

County police department, and the South Carolina law Enforcement

Division ("SLED") and the FBI, but to the best of my knowledge the reports

were never investigated.

l8.I worked with Haywood Starling the long term head of the North Carolina

State Bureau of Investigation in putting together evidentiary information for

criminal complaints made to the authorities including SLED the FBI and the

Horry County Police Department.

19. Mr. Starling had me review a copy of a Police Videotape recorded at the

scene of the August 6, 2000 felony traffic stop of the CEO of Southern. I

identified an individual disguised as a police officer in the video as the

individual who tried to run my ten year old daughter and me off a bridge into

the inland waterway.

Page 5 of7 N
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20. On July 13,2004,I supplied records of the smuggling operations and the

documentation of the civil rights violations complained of to Assistant

United States Attomey ("AUSA") Marshall Prince and FBI SA Andrew T.

Hildreth at the United States Attorney's office in Columbia, SC.

2l.Included in the documents presented at the meeting on July 13,2004 I

presented documented evidence of Mr. Starling's meeting with FBI SA Phil

Celestini at which a complaint was filed for the criminal use of the FBI-

NCIC system along with Mr. Starling's affidavit of his investigation

confirming the evidence of the criminal use of the FBI-NCIC system.

22. The daylong meeting was also attended by eight other victims of the civil

rights violations under color of law. Statements were taken from all the

attendees. AUSA Prince stated he was going to personally make sure that

this investigation moved forward after the meeting.

23. AUSA Prince gave me his personal cell telephone number and told me he

was personally going to assign FBI SA Paul Gardner and FBI SA Andrew

Hildreth to handle this case and work with him to bring criminal charges.

24. Approximately one year later I was told by FBI SA Paul Gardner that my

civil rights complaints were turned down by the Civil Rights committee at

the FBI Headquarters in Washington, DC because of both statute of

Page 6 of7

e^

Appeal: 14-1678      Doc: 110-2            Filed: 08/24/2015      Pg: 106 of 363

Jim
Typewritten Text
106



limitations problems and that the FBI had exceeded its quota of civil rights

cases for that calendar year.

25. When I called AUSA Prince on his personal cell phone immediately after I

was told this by Mr. Gardner, he told me he could not talk to me as he was

on vacation playing tennis.

26. AUSA Prince and Mr. Gardner never returned my phone calls or emails

after that point in time. (See attached attempt at communications.)

27.In November of 2005 when I requested the return of the records that I had

submitted to the FBI to document my complaint, I was told there was no

documentation of there ever being afiy investigation or any record of my

complaint with the FBI and, therefore, there were no records to return as

there were no records of the FBI ever receiving any such documents or

accounting records from me. (See attached FBI correspondence.)

AFFIANT SAYBTH FURTHER NAUGHT.

My Commission Expires: g$ornmsshn Expilec Bsernber ra. asl*

Irene Santacroce

6tary Public fo;) South Carolina

Page 7 of7
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lrcne Santactoce
205 Deer-l-race Circle
&lyrtle Bear:h. SC 29588

July 23, 2005

SA Paul Cardne'r
Fcderal Bureau ol' I rrvestigatiorr
PO llox 7553
Myrtle Bcach, SC 1q572
Via [:ax: 84j-449-2588

Dear Agent Cardner,

Based on our tclephone conversation on .lul"v 22. 20ti5. plcase rnail and tax
thu followinc infbrrralion lo nre:

l. 'l-hc title and nrailing address of the conrmittee that nracle the
feLronlmL'ndat ion not to prosecllte.

?. 'fhe nanre. title, teletrrhone number and rnailing addrcss ol'thc
chaiqrerson of that cornnrittee.

3. The narncs. titlt-'s. telcphone nunrbetrs and mailing addrcsses of the
individual menrbers of'the uornnrittee.

4. 'l'he contact infi-rnlation lirr the seetion in tlrc Otlice of the Insper'tor
(ieneral that reviews FBI clecisions in this rcsard.

Your clairr that the statutc trt'linritations rlrns 
"r, 

; Ausust 6. 1005 ltrr the
illcgal actions committed by thc pt-rlice and their associatcs is in error. The
applii-:able RICO statute and other criminal statutcs do not appear to run out
on that date. Thc Rl('0 statutc ol limitations alorre runs fmrr-r the last

documented Predicate Act as tlcfined by the RICO statute.

In that regard. acts olpcrjury were cornnritted during elef'enclants' tcstirnony
during the summer o1'200,4. The evidetrcc in our possessir-rrr cerncerning this
is irrefutal:le and the talse testinrt-rny'rvas botir cover-Llp relatetl anrl could
not ha'l'e heen made in errt-rr.

1'o expedite matters please ta.x the requested infrrnnation to me locally at
448-_i412.

Pagc I of2
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Tlrank ),'ou verv much lbr yclur assistartce in this matter.

('c:
ADA Marshal Prince

iene SantacrccL'

Pagc 2 r:f 2
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Yahoo! Mail - goodfellal954@yahoo.com Page 1 of 2

'VXHOOf MAIL
Print - Close Window

Irene Santacroce

205 Deer Trace Circle

Myrtle Beach, SC 29588

July 23, 2005

SA Paul Gardner

Federal Bureau of Investigation

PO Box 7553

Myrtle Beach, SC 29572

Via Fax: 843-449-2588

Dear Agent Gardner,

Based on our telephone conversation on July 22, 2005, please mail and fax the following information to me:

1. The title and mailing address of the committee that made the recommendation not to prosecute.
2. The name, title, telephone number and mailing address of the chairperson of that committee,
3. The names, titles, telephone numbers and mailing addresses of the individual members of the committee.
4. The contact information for the section in the Office of the Inspector General that reviews FBI and DOJ

decisions in this regard.

Your claim that the statute of limitations runs out on August 6, 2005 for the illegal actions committed by the
police and their associates is in error. The applicable RICO statute and other criminal statutes do not appear to
run out on that date. The RICO statute of limitations alone runs from the last documented "Predicate Act" which
is defined in the RICO statute.

In that regard, defendants, including law enforcement officers committed unquestionable acts of perjury during
testimony given in South Carolina Federal District Court, during the summer of 2004. The evidence in our
possession concerning this is irrefutable and the false testimony was both cover-up related and could not have
been made in error. Perjury is defined as a "Predicate Act."

To expedite matters please fax the requested information to me locally at 448-5412.

Thank you very much for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely.

Irene Santacroce

Cc:

Honorable Lindsey Graham, United States Senator, SC

Honorable Howard Coble, United State Congressman. NC

http://us.f538.mail.yahoo.com/ym/ShowLetter?box=Inbox&MsgId=7568_2190057_4968_... 8/30/2005
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Yahoo! Mail - goodfellal954@yahoo.com Page 2 of 2

United States ADA Marshal Prince, SC

Center for Legal Reform

United Church of Christ

Former Police Officer Rodney Lail

Tammy Lail

Marguerite Stephens

Ricky Stephens

Doris Holt

Nicholas C. Williamson

J. B. Spencer

http://us.f538.mail.yahoo.com/ym/ShowLetter?box=Inbox&MsgId=7568_2190057_4968_... 8/30/2005

Appeal: 14-1678      Doc: 110-2            Filed: 08/24/2015      Pg: 111 of 363

Jim
Typewritten Text
111



Appeal: 14-1678      Doc: 110-2            Filed: 08/24/2015      Pg: 112 of 363



Irene Santacroce appeared before me
and executed this letter on this date:

Sutorn be&v" rre \n the *kr\e. sE

Cc:
John Rakowsky, Esquire
Ronald Serota, Esquire

*CHS#;t'rs., 
\n +he. aou{rq

OnfinisJd" P8*1rd*{ of &d$oErfuE,

,,.x"offi?tril;iii*,*
l\ t{ \4rnry\\s{r\n Erpivc d3 Mq 6013,

Santacroce

Page2 of 2
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Ll.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigatiort

Wo.: ltittgrLtrr. D.C . ll)5 J.1

Not,ember 22,20()5

MS IRENE SANTACROCE
205 DEER TRACE CIRCLE
MYRTLE BEACH, SC 29588

Dear Ms. Santacroce:

Request No.: 1033399- 000
Subject: SANTACROCE, IRENE

This acknowledges receipt of your Freedom of lnformation-Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request
to the FBl. The FOIPA number listed above has been assigned to your request.

For an accurate search of our records, please provide the complete name, alias, date
and place of birth for the subject of your request. Any other specific data you could
provide such as prior addresses, or employment information would also be helpful. lf
your subject is deceased, please include date and proof of death.

To make sure information about you is not released to someone else, we require your

notarized signature or, in place of a notarized signature, a declaration pursuant to Title
28, United States Code 1746. For your convenience, the reverse side of this letter
contains a form which may be used for this purpose.

lf you want the FBI's Criminal Justice lnformation System (CJIS) to perform a search for
your arrest record, please follow the enclosed instructions in Attorney General Order
556-73. You must submit fingerprint impressions so a comparison can be made with
the records kept by CJIS. This is to make sure your information is not released to an

unauthorized person.

We are searching the indices to our central records system at FBI Headquarters for the
information you requested, and will inform you of the results as soon as possible.

Processing delays have been caused by the large number of requests received by the
FOIPA. We will process your request(s) as soon as possible.

Your request has been assigned the number indicated above. Please use this number in all

correspondence with us. Your patience is appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

David M. Hardy
Section Chief,
Recordi lnformation

Dissemination Section
Records Management Division
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U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C. 20535

November 30,2005

MS IRENE SANTACROCE
205 DEER TRACE CIRCLE
MYRTLE BEACH, SC 29588

Request No.: 1033399- 000
Subject: SANTACROCE, IRENE

Dear Ms. Santacroce:

This is in response to your Freedom of lnformation-Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request noted above.

To promptly respond to requests, we concentrate on identifying main files in the Central Records
System at FBI Headquarters. No records responsive to your FOIPA request were located by a search of
the automated and manual indices.

You may file an administrative appeal by writing to the Co-Director, Office of lnformation and
Privacy, United States Department of Justice, Flag Building, Suite 570, Washington, D.C. 20530, within
sixty days from receipt of this letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked "Freedom of
lnformation Appeal" or "lnformation Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request so
that it may be easily identified.

David M. Hardy
Section Chlef,
Record/lnformation

Dissemination Section
Recorcis Management Division

Enclosure

Sincerely yours,

@
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RECORD NO. 14-1678

IN THE
UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS

FOR THE FOURTH CIRCUIT

Doris Holt, et al.,

Plaintiffs-Appellants

v.

Horry County, South Carolina, et al.,

Defendants-Appellees

ONAPPEALFROMTHEUNITEDSTATESDISTRICTCOURT
FORTHEDISTRICTOFSOUTHCAROLINA

Michael G. Sribnick, M.D., J.D., LLC
3 Kenilworth Avenue
Charleston, s.C. 29403
Phone: (843) 789-3504
Fax: (843) 789-3504
Email: michael.g.sribnickmdjdllc@gmail.com
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AFFIDA VIT OF TAMALA C. LAIL

PERSONALLY APPEARED BEFORE ME, Tamala C. Lail, who being

duly sworn, deposes and says as follows:

1. I am over eighteen years of age and am qualified to testify.

2. The information in this declaration is true and correct and based on my

personal knowledge.

3. I became the Corporate Treasurer of Southern Holdings, Inc., ("Southern")

as a result ofthe acquisition ofLCTC, Inc., in 1999 by Southern.

4. I have been an accountant and auditor for various organizations for the past

26 years.

5. As part of my responsibilities as an accountant and auditor with Southern I

reviewed the accounting records of Ivestra, S.A. ("Ivestra") in 1999.

6. I was asked in 1999 to review and confirm the money flows between the

banks, tobacco companies, purchasers, distributors and Ivestra, from the

records of Ivestra and the records of the former CEO of Ivestra, Mr. Roy

Sheriff.
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7. My review of the books of account and other materials confirmed that

Ivestra was involved in the smuggling of finished tobacco products financed

by and for the benefit of Saudi charities including Al-Haramain Islamic

Foundation (AHIF) and the World Assembly for Muslim Youth (WAMY).

8. According to Ivestra records, Mohamed AbedAbdelAal and Mohammed

Jamal Khalifa were sending instructions to Roy Sheriff regarding the

distribution of funds from the profits of the smuggling and directing them to

various banks including, but not limited to, NationsBank, Interbank Aruba,

Al Rajhi, and HSBC.

9. The Ivestra records I reviewed documented that funding for smuggling

activities was originally arranged through a Saudi named Turki al-Faisal

in conjunction with the R.J. Reynolds tobacco company.

IO.I was both aware of and supported the decision of the Southern Board of

Directors to sell Ivestra due to the illegal smuggling of tobacco products,

gold and arms that was being conducted through Ivestra.

II.I was aware that Ancil Garvin and David Smith, both members of the Board

of Directors of Southern, wanted to maintain these business ties with

Ivestra and Roy Sheriff and were forced out of the company when the

decision was made to sever these business ties and sell Ivestra.
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12.My support of the dismantling of the smuggling operations resulted III

physical assaults and death threats against my children and my family.

13.My pregnant daughter Cortney Zilonka was physically assaulted by

Appellee Ancil Garvin at a company store, located at Broadway at the

Beach, in Myrtle Beach, SC, after he resigned from Southern. My two minor

children, Brittany and Keith, and I were physically assaulted in a vehicle

driven by Appellee Harold Hartness on HWY 17 in the state of South

Carolina, after my husband and I received a death threat in the mail that was

forensically tied to Appellee Garvin.

14. My husband, who was a decorated seventeen year law enforcement officer,

and I filed police reports with the Horry County Police, and criminal

complaints with SLED and the FBI.

15.During July of 2003 I met with United States Senator Lindsay Graham's

staff in Washington, D.C. alongwith my husband and seven other

constituents. At that meeting we explained in detail the lack of response to

all of our civil rights complaints that we had filed with the FBI in South

Carolina at its offices including Myrtle Beach, Columbia and Florence.

16.0n July 13, 2004, I attended a day long meeting at the United States

Attorney's office with Assistant United States Attorney Marshal Prince and

FBI SA Andy Hildreth. During the meeting we both filed complaints related
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to the civil rights crimes and the mail threats and I turned over the records I

had regarding the civil rights crimes and Ivestra smuggling operations that

Ancil Garvin admitted to being a participant in.

17.1 was told by SA Paul Gardner that my civil rights complaints were turned

down by the Civil Rights committee at the FBI Headquarters in Washington,

DC because of both statute of limitations problems and that the FBI had

exceeded its quota of civil rights cases for that calendar year.

18.When I requested the return of the records in November of 2005 that I had

submitted to the FBI, I was told there was no documentation of there ever

being any investigation or record of a complaint with the FBI and, therefore,

there were no records to return.

AFFIANT SAYETH FURTHER NAUGHT.

~Cc!aV
Tamala C. Lail

SWORN TO ME this 18TH Day of July, 2015.

By:

~-k.i-&~
Notary Public for South Carolina
My Commission Expires: ~ I ,~!:zI, .
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7

July 1 0,2013

Ms. Irene Santacroce
205 Deer Trace Circle
Myrtle Beach, SC 29588

RE: Freedom of Information Act Request #2015-0437
SLED Case No.: 33-04-0149

Dear Ms. Santacroce

Pursuant to your letter of June 19,2015, please find enclosed the case file information
available to you under the Freedom of Information Act concerning the above ref-erenced case.

Portions of this file were redacted based on the exemption found at S.C. Code Ann. Title
30-4-40 (a) (2).

If you have any questions or concerns, do not hesitate to contact me at (803) 896-7136 or
via email at tberr.v.-(a.ls I ed. sc. gov.

).
Agent Thomas W. Berry
Freedom of Information Coordina

{'.113:i3

P.O. Box 21398 I

SOUTH CAROLINA LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION

NIKKI R. HALEY
Governor

MARK A. KEEL
Chief

An Accredited Law Enforcement Agency
Columbia, South Carolina 29221-1398 / (803) 737-9000 / Fax (803) 896-7588
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           1 
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT    2 

FOR 3 
                                THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 4 

FLORENCE DIVISION 5 
 6 

SOUTHERN HOLDINGS, INC., ) CA. NO. 4:02-1859-RBH  7 
ET AL., )  8 

 PLAINTIFFS, )  9 
) 10 

VERSUS ) 11 
) 12 

HORRY COUNTY, ET AL., ) 13 
DEFENDANTS. ) 14 

                                                                            ) 15 
 16 

 17 

 18 

ELECTRONIC EXHIBIT - I  19 

TRANSCRIPT  20 

MICHAEL GILMORE 21 

 22 

 23 

(Interview with Michael Gilmore, Director of FBI 24 

Laboratory Operations, including the 25 

 Forensic Video and Audio Analysis Sections at 26 

Quantico, Virginia.) 27 

 28 

 29 

Appeal: 14-1678      Doc: 110-2            Filed: 08/24/2015      Pg: 132 of 363

Jim
Typewritten Text
EXHIBIT "H"

Jim
Typewritten Text
132



2 
 

06:14 - 07:15 1 

Interviewer: Is this Mr. Gilmore? 2 

Gilmore: Yes, it is. 3 

Interviewer: I’m doing some research into, ah, forensics. 4 

Gilmore: Okay. 5 

Interviewer: And I’m doing a little bit of a paper on a computer control system for receipt of 6 

inventory and, basically, chain of custody logs.  And so, I wanted to find out what 7 

the FBI had in that regard.  Are you computerized in the chain of custody log, or? 8 

Gilmore: Ah, believe it or not, our chain of custodies are both a mixture of paper and 9 

electronic records. 10 

Interviewer:  Okay.  When something comes in, say to the -- it gets mailed into the, ah, -- 11 

FedEx’d or mailed into the lab, it’s received at that point in time? 12 

Gilmore: Yeah. 13 

Interviewer: It doesn’t arrive at the lab and sit there for four days. 14 

Gilmore: Oh, no, no, no, no.  No. 15 

Interviewer: It, um, -- 16 

Gilmore: Once it’s received, then they -- they immediately start the process of inventorying 17 

and logging. 18 

10:11 - 13:07 19 
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3 

Interviewer: I was reading a DAL report saying that you guys were switching systems or 1 

something and I took it that there was a mixture of a system down there, and say 2 

it’s submitted from a state agency to you all when it comes through FedEx and 3 

then you receive it -- receive it, you x-ray it, take photographs of it, and then hold 4 

it in evidence until the various departments come and receive it. 5 

Gilmore: Exactly, exactly. 6 

Interviewer: And, now, at what point -- at what point does -- or the computer... 7 

Gilmore: Um, depends on the location.  Some of our regional computer forensic labs are 8 

actually using bar coding, so they’ll bar code from the beginning and -- and it’s an 9 

electronic record from there on out. 10 

Interviewer: Quantico.  Would that -- that would be a regional lab, or? 11 

Gilmore: Well, Quantico is a headquarters lab.  It’s not really a regional lab.   The lab we 12 

have at headquarters here -- and the reason I’m going through this is that we do 13 

work from all over, so, although we’re not a regional lab in the sense of our 14 

regional computer forensic labs, which have other agencies in the lab that accept 15 

work from anywhere. 16 

Interviewer: Now, are you barcoded at the central lab? 17 

Gilmore: No, not here. 18 

Interviewer: So, so... 19 
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Gilmore: Here we are still using the paper chain of custody, although there is an electronic 1 

record made.  So, although the paper follows the item of evidence, there is an 2 

electronic entry made into a data base system. 3 

Interviewer: Into a data base system.  How long has that been in effect? 4 

Gilmore: Oh, that’s been here for years and it’s -- it’s generically just called the Evidence 5 

Control System. 6 

Interviewer: And that ties to the paper system, then?   7 

Gilmore: Yes, yep.  So the electronic system is where you’ll get the unique number. 8 

Interviewer: So they assign, like, the -- you’re  9 

Gilmore: You’ll get a unique lab number for each item. 10 

Interviewer: And then that is put onto the paperwork system? 11 

Gilmore: Right.  It gets put onto the paperwork and that follows the item throughout the 12 

whole process. 13 

Interviewer: All right.  And then like any stage with – like, say it went to, um, -- let’s see, I’m 14 

looking at your video I026T.  Say it goes to video analysis.  It would go from -- it 15 

would be picked up and then they -- they would enter it as being picked up into 16 

the computer lab, and they’d use their paper lab.  It would be kind of a redundant 17 

system, then, wouldn’t it? 18 

Gilmore: Well, it wouldn’t make a number of entries into the electronic system.  All the – 19 

all the tracking for us here at this location, after it’s entered into the electronic 20 
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system, the transfers from individuals to individuals in the lab are then, ah, 1 

documented on the paper. 2 

Interviewer: So any time an individual touches it, it would be documented on the paper? 3 

Gilmore: Right.  It’s on the paper, the chain of custody form. 4 

14:23 - 14:42 5 

Gilmore: All the -- all the tracking for us here at this location, after it’s entered into the 6 

electronic system, the transfers from individuals to individuals in the lab are then 7 

documented on the paper. 8 

Interviewer: So any time an individual touches it, it would be documented on the paper? 9 

Gilmore: Right.  It’s on the paper, the chain of custody form. 10 

15:57 - 16:17 11 

Interviewer: Anything that comes in the package, no matter what it is, it would be -- whether 12 

it’s instructions or whatever, it would be assigned a number? 13 

Gilmore: Yes, yep.  They might get a number with an NE for not examined if it were just an 14 

instruction book.  Perhaps it came in with it because it was seized at the scene or 15 

something like that. 16 

 17:22 - 21:06 17 

Interviewer: Now, protocols.  Is there a book of protocols for each specific science, or? 18 
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Gilmore: No, not for each science.  There is an overall policy on evidence handling and 1 

that’s not set up by our division.  That’s actually set up by the Bureau’s 2 

Laboratory Division. 3 

Interviewer: And how long is the -- the system for the handling of evidence been in effect 4 

that’s standard now? 5 

Gilmore: Oh, my goodness.  For years. 6 

Interviewer: Since before -- since after 2000, or before 2000, or before that? 7 

Gilmore: Oh, way before 2000.  The chain of custody has been used for -- I don’t even -- I 8 

couldn’t even guess when it began, but it’s been ages. 9 

Interviewer: You’ve been accredited with that course, the International Accreditation.  I think 10 

it came through in 2007 and before that you had the domestic course – had the 11 

Legacy – excuse me.  That’s what they call the Legacy Program. 12 

Gilmore: We were not accredited before then. 13 

Interviewer: Okay.  So that was when he first became accredited? 14 

Gilmore: Right.  Now, the laboratory division at the Bureau has been accredited for years 15 

and that’s the, ah, the other side of forensic science; chemistry, bio, finger prints, 16 

all of that. 17 

Interviewer: Okay.  So... 18 

Gilmore: Strictly on the digital and multimedia evidence side that -- those disciplines, or 19 

that discipline, was not accredited prior to our receiving the accreditation.   20 
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Interviewer: Now, do you have, say, the forms you use, chain of custody and all that?   Is that 1 

anywhere online where I could... 2 

Gilmore: No, it’s not.  Those are internal forms. 3 

Interviewer: So you don’t -- those are all made up internally, then? 4 

Gilmore: Right. 5 

Interviewer: So there’s nothing I could access that could show me what a typical form looks 6 

like? 7 

Gilmore: No, but I can -- I can try to see if, you know, if it’s all right for you to look at one. 8 

Interviewer: That form has been standard for years I guess? 9 

Gilmore: Yes. 10 

Interviewer: Okay. 11 

Gilmore: I mean, it’s had its revisions over the years, but, yeah, it’s a standard form. 12 

Interviewer: Now, the chain of custody form actually starts at the -- at the --  13 

Gilmore: Generally, in forensics, it starts at the door of the laboratory, but that doesn’t 14 

mean that, for example, if a investigator in the field actually sees the evidence on 15 

scene, they may also start, and should start, a chain of custody form.  But as far as 16 

the laboratory is concerned, our chain of custody starts when it arrives at our door.  17 

And the reason for that is we can’t be responsible nor know what happened to that 18 

before it hit our door.  That’s up to the submitting agency to track that.  So, we 19 

track it from the time it hits our door to the time it leaves our door again. 20 
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Interviewer: So, now, our door would be like receiving is what you’re talking about? 1 

Gilmore: That’s right.  Right.  From the time the FedEx driver drops it at our front door 2 

step, and obviously they drop it and we have to sign for it.  It’s not like they drop 3 

it on a Saturday and it sits on the doorstep till Monday.  It’s signed for, but from 4 

that point forward, that’s when our chain of custody -- we take over and document 5 

everything.  But, let’s say Virginia State Police is going to drop us something off.  6 

They would have chain of custody documented for the time that they had it in 7 

their care and custody. 8 

Interviewer: Okay. 9 

Gilmore: Every piece of evidence could have two different -- not different in the sense of, 10 

two consecutive chain of custody forms or a tracking mechanism is what I’m 11 

trying to say.   12 

Interviewer: So they could actually send -- let’s say they wanted you to know if they’d sent in 13 

their package a chain of custody -- not chain – yeah.  They could send  their own 14 

chain of custody forms? 15 

Gilmore: If  -- if they sent it to us, we would just simply keep it as part of the admin 16 

documentation. 17 

Interviewer: Which would be? 18 

Gilmore: But we would not add on to that. 19 

22:54 - 23:00 20 
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Gilmore: Now, sometimes what they might do is they may actually bring it here and ask us 1 

to sign their chain as having received it.  We will do that. 2 

 3 

 4 

 5 

 6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT    

FOR 
                                THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

FLORENCE DIVISION 
 

SOUTHERN HOLDINGS, INC., ) CA. NO. 4:02-1859-RBH  
ET AL., ) 

 PLAINTIFFS, )  
) 

VERSUS ) 
) 

HORRY COUNTY, ET AL., ) 
DEFENDANTS. ) 

                                                                            ) 
 

 

 

ELECTRONIC EXHIBIT - I  

TRANSCRIPT 

CHARLIE PETERS 

 
 

(Interview with Charlie Peters, Evidence Compliance 

Administrator, with the FBI Evidence Control Unit at 

Quantico, Virginia, regarding FBI coding of case numbers.) 
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01:08:27 – 01:13:14 1 

 2 

Charlie Peters:  Evidence Control.  Charlie speaking. 3 

Interviewer: Hey, Charlie.  Spencer here.  I’m trying to decipher a code and I was 4 

wondering if you could give me a hand.  It’s a case code, ah, 95A HQ, and  5 

I know the 95A stands for priority local police department, correct? 6 

Charlie Peters:  Right. 7 

Interviewer:  And HQ, of course, is out of headquarters? 8 

Charlie Peters:  Right. 9 

Interviewer: And then the rest of it’s the case number.  Now, that’s assisting a local 10 

police department in a priority, correct? 11 

Charlie Peters:  Right. 12 

Interviewer:  And HQ, of course, is out of Headquarters? 13 

Charlie Peters:  Right. 14 

Interviewer:  And then the rest of it’s the case number.  Now, that’s assisting a local 15 

police department in a priority case.  A, um, but, -- now, the A stands for 16 

priority, doesn’t it?  Like a murder, capital murder case, or something? 17 

Charlie Peters:  Oh, yes.  Let’s see.  I’ve got the book here. 18 

Interviewer:  You’ve got the book there? 19 

Charlie Peters:  I think.  (Inaudible).  The 95A is crimes against persons. 20 

Interviewer:  95A is crimes against persons? 21 

Charlie Peters: Yeah, like murders and stuff like that, or rape.  That’s what that is.  The B 22 

is property cases, C is society, and D is civil cases. 23 

Interviewer: So a 95D would be a civil case? 24 

Charlie Peters:  Right. 25 
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Interviewer:  ‘Cause D stands for civil case? 1 

Charlie Peters: Yeah.  2 

Interviewer: So now, again, A is like crimes against the individual? 3 

Charlie Peters: Right. 4 

Interviewer: Which is like rape or murder? 5 

Charlie Peters:  Right. 6 

Interviewer:  Ah, and B is? 7 

Charlie Peters:  Property. 8 

Interviewer:  Property damage or theft. 9 

Charlie Peters:  Right. 10 

Interviewer:  And C is? 11 

Charlie Peters:  Society, against. 12 

Interviewer:  But a 95D would be a civil case? 13 

Charlie Peters:  Right. 14 

Interviewer: And the rest of the coding is, um, like HQ.  What would that -- that come  15 

from Headquarters? 16 

Charlie Peters: Right.  That is considered a Headquarters’ entity, so that’s why they put 17 

HQ on it. 18 

Interviewer: So since it’s a headquarters lab, that’s the one that’s performing it, right? 19 

Charlie Peters:  No.  That shows that the case -- that shows that the case originated here. 20 

Interviewer:  It originated at Quantico? 21 

Charlie Peters: Right.  So say, for instance, the Indianapolis Police D – Police Department  22 

sends in a firearms for testing, or something like that, and it was a murder  23 

case.  That would be a 95A, um, that we’d originate here at the lab.  That’s 24 

headquarters, yeah, the 95 is just reserved for us, basically.  25 
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Interviewer: Just reserved for Quantico? 1 

Charlie Peters:  The field -- the field does not use it. 2 

Interviewer:  All right.  And the rest of the numbers are just randomly assigned? 3 

Charlie Peters:  Right. 4 

Interviewer: By computers as they come in.  Ah, that’s what I needed to know.  Ah,  5 

and you’re Charlie, and my name is Spencer.  Jim is my first name, 6 

Charlie, so.  But you do all the coding at the HQ, or you guys do, right? 7 

Charlie Peters: Well, except for the field cases ‘cause it comes in with a number 8 

on it already. 9 

Interviewer:  Right. 10 

Charlie Peters: A file number.  But all the new cases coming in here from anybody but the 11 

FBI, and we don’t get too many of them anymore.  We get them from, you 12 

know, the park service and DEA and that kind of stuff.  But local 13 

contributors is less and less all the time, so there’s less and less 95s  14 

being created. 15 

Interviewer: Right, ah.  Karen Lanning wouldn’t be in today, would she? 16 

Charlie Peters:  No, she’s out.  Her -- her daughter had surgery. 17 

Interviewer:  Oh, sorry to hear that.  Are you in charge in her absence, or? 18 

Charlie Peters:  No, Mike Van Arsdale is. 19 

Interviewer:  Okay.  What’s your last name? 20 

Charlie Peters:  Peters, P-e-t-e-r-s. 21 

Interviewer:  P-e-t-e-r-s? 22 

Charlie Peters:  Uh-huh. 23 

Interviewer:  Thank you. 24 

Charlie Peters:  Bye, bye. 25 
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Interviewer:  Bye, bye. 1 

 2 

 3 

 4 

 5 

 6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 
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FREDERIC W. WHITEHURST,  J.D.  Ph.D. 

Attorney at Law (NC Bar # 28864),  Forensic Consultant,

P.O. Box 820, 126 W Washington Street, Bethel, N.C., (252) 825-1123, email: cfwhiteh@aol.com

EDUCATION

Bachelor Of Science 1974

East Carolina University, Greenville, N.C.

Chemistry

Ph.D.  1980

Duke University, Durham, N.C.

Chemistry

Postdoctoral Fellow  1980-1982

Texas A&M University  

College Station, Texas

Juris Doctorate  1996

Georgetown University School of Law 

Washington, D.C.

EMPLOYMENT

United States Army 1969-1972

23RD DIV., 11TH, 196TH AND 198TH BDE

Infantry/Military Intelligence    

Vietnam

East Carolina University  1973-1974

Research Assistant - Chemistry    

Greenville, North Carolina

Duke University  1974-1980

Research/Teaching Assistant - Chemistry   

Durham, North Carolina
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Texas A&M University 1980-1982

Robert Welch Research Fellow - Chemistry

College Station, Texas

Federal Bureau of Investigation  1982-1998 

General/Reactive Crime Investigation  1982-1983

Houston, Texas

General/Reactive Crime Investigation  1983-1984

Organized Crime/Reactive Crime Narcotics Investigation

Sacramento, California

Organized Crime: Columbian Cocaine and Middle Eastern

Heroin Trafficking 1984-1986

Los Angeles, California

FBI Laboratory: Principally Forensic Analytical Chemistry -

Involving Explosives  1986-1998

Explosives Residue, Polymers, Lubricants, Coatings, Expert

Analysis, and Testimony -- Involving such investigations as Pan

Am 103 and World Trade Center Bombings

Washington, D.C.

Forensic Justice Project   1998- Present

Executive Director

Washington, D.C.

Attorney at Law 2003-Present

Bethel, N.C. 

Professional Organizations

American Chemical Society

International Society of Explosives Engineers

Sigma Xi, The Scientific Research Society

American Academy of Forensic Science

North Carolina Bar Association

North Carolina Academy of Trial Lawyers
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TRAINING/SHORT COURSES

New Agents Training 

FBI Academy

2/22/82-6/5/82  

Quantico, Virginia

FBI Narcotics Matters Training

Federal Law Enforcement Training Center 

1984/one week 

Glynco, Georgia

Illicit Drug Lab Training

Southwest Regional Drug Enforcement Administration

1984

National City, California

Instrumental Analysis of Explosives and Explosive Residues

FBI Academy

7/1986

Quantico, Virginia

Chromatography Training Course 

Federal Bureau of Investigation

12/24-30/86

Quantico, Virginia

Pittsburgh Analytical Chemistry Conference

1986/1987

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

American Chemical Society 

Short Course on Polymer Chemistry  

3/14-20/87

Virginia Polytechnical Institute

Blacksburg, Virginia
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Pyrotechnics and Explosives Seminar  

8/2-7/87

Washington College

Chestertown, Maryland

Mass Spectrometry Training 

Finnegan Corporation

11/18-23/87

Cincinnati, Ohio

Instrumental Analysis of Paints and Plastics

FBI Academy

4/10-14/95

Quantico, Virginia

Training/Liaison for Forensic Paint Analysis

7/18-19/95

Royal Canadian Mounted Police

Ottawa, Canada

Forensic Paint Analysis Training

8/20-25/95

German Federal Police Laboratory

Weisbaden, Germany

Conference of the Technical Working Group 

on Forensic Paint Analysis

11/13-15/95

FBI Academy

Quantico, Virginia

SPIE Robotic Conference

11/18-22/96

Boston, Massachusetts

Landmine Detection Conference

12/2-3/96

Washington, D.C.
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LECTURES/PRESENTATIONS

Forensic Science Lectures

Lecturer at and Administrator of the FBI’s Instrumental

Analysis of Explosives and Explosives Residue Class

1988-1995

FBI Academy

Quantico, Virginia

Presentation explaining Explosives Detection and Tagging to

Summit Seven Conference

3/2-3/89

U.S. State Department

Washington, D.C.

Lecturer at the FBI’s Forensic Analysis Paint School

6/7-10/88

8/29/89

FBI Academy

Quantico, Virginia

Lecturer at the FBI’s Forensic Applications of 

Chromatography School

1990-1994

FBI Academy

Quantico, Virginia

Plenary Lecturer 

University of Rhode Island Conference on Forensic Science

4/12-14/91

Rhode Island

Lecturer FAA Conference on Airline Security

4/13-17/92

Avalon, New Jersey

Lecturer in Explosives, Central Intelligence Agency 

Training Facility

6/29-30/93
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Lecturer in  Explosives Detection to U.S. Marine Corps JAG 

11/16/93

 Washington, D.C.

Lecturer FBI’s Explosives School   

6/18/95

Dayton, Ohio

International Conference on Development of Forensic

Explosive Analysis Protocols

6/18-25/93

Quantico, Virginia

Lecturer Federal Aviation Administration 

Conference on Explosive Detection

11/13-15/91

Atlantic City, New Jersey

Testimony concerning FBI Laboratory failures before the 

House Judiciary Committee

U.S. Congress 1997

Testimony concerning FBI Laboratory failures before the

Senate Judiciary Committee

U.S. Congress 1997

Chemical/Biological Warfare Agent Crime Scene Training

4/7-11/87

Department of Defense

Office of Technology Assessment Workshop on Drug Detection

Technologies for Port of Entry Traffic and the Intelligence

Research and Development Council 

Workshop on Drug Detection Technologies

1986-1987

Physical Testing of Paints and Coatings

5/15-20/88

Department of Chemistry 

University of Missouri
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Rolla, Missouri

Introduction to Polymer Chemistry

10/30-11/3/88

Department of Chemistry 

University of Missouri

Rolla, Missouri

Advanced Explosives Detection Equipment Conference

4/25-26/89

Corps of Engineers 

Research and Development Center      

Ft. Belvoir, Virginia

Third International Conference on Explosives and 

Explosives Residue Analysis

7/8-17/89

Mannheim, Germany

Advanced Pyrotechnic and Explosives Applications

8/14-20/89

Washington College      

Chestertown, Maryland

Explosives Plant Tours, Atlas and Independent Explosives

Manufacturers

10/18-19/89

Pennsylvania

National Academy of Science 

International Symposium on Commercial

Aviation Security (Detection of Explosives)

2/26-27/90

Washington, D.C.

Designer Industrial and Military Explosives Class

4/18-20/90

University of Missouri

Rolla, Missouri
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Standard Fusee Plant Tour

6/27/90

Easton, Maryland

Forensic Trace Analysis Symposium

6/24-26/91

FBI Academy

Quantico, Virginia

Holston Army Munitions Plant

Radford Arsenal Munition Plant

7/17-22/91

Kingsport, Tennessee 

Radford, Virginia

Conference Regarding Forensic Analysis of Copy Toner

10/13/94

Lexmark Corporation

Lexmark, Kentucky

                                                                                                      

Continuing Legal Education Courses and Academic

Presentations

National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers

4/20/98 Conference

Santa Monica, California

Federal Public Defenders Conference

6/18-19/98

Dallas, Texas

Federal Public Defenders Conference

8/26-28/98

Portland, Maine

Federal Public Defenders Conference

10/98
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San Diego, California

Accuracy in Media

10/24/98

Washington, D.C.

National Conference on Wrongful Convictions & The Death

Penalty

11/13-15/98

Chicago, Illinois

Connecticut Criminal Defense Lawyers Association

3/4/99

Hartford, Connecticut

National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers

3/18-20/99

St. Louis, Missouri

Maryland Public Defenders Office

4/28/99

Maryland

Office of the State Appellate Defender, Conference

5/14/99

Chicago, Illinois

New Mexico Criminal Defense Lawyers Association Conference

7/10/99

Albuquerque, New Mexico

Southern Association of Forensic Science

9/28/99

Myrtle Beach, South Carolina

American Society of Access Professionals

8/31/98

Rockville, Maryland

Public Administration Forum
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11/30/99

Washington, D.C.

National Forensic Center

11/11-13/99

Newport Beach, California

Minnesota Justice Foundation

11/4-6/99

Minneapolis, Minnesota

American Academy of Forensic Science

2/21-24/00

Reno, Nevada

California Public Defenders Association

3/2/00

Newport Beach, California

Oregon Criminal Defense Lawyers Association

3/11/00

Eugene, Oregon

Montana Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers

8/4/00

Helena, Montana

New Jersey Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers

10/28/00

New Brunswick, New Jersey

Federal Public Defenders Office

Northern District of Ohio

8/17-18/00

Cleveland, Ohio

National Institute of Justice Conference on Science and the

Law, US Dept of Justice

11/11-14/00

San Diego, California
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Oregon Criminal Defense Lawyers Association 

11/4-6/00

Puerto Vallarta, Mexico

University of Michigan School of Law

11/16/00

Ann Arbor, Michigan

District of Columbia Bar Association

3/16/01

Washington, D.C.

South Carolina Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers

4/7/01

Columbia, South Carolina

North American Conference on Wrongful Conviction

Investigations

5/18-19/01

Chicago, Illinois

Duke University School of Law

11/13/01

Durham, North Carolina

Illinois Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers Conference

3/8/02

Chicago, Illinois

Illinois Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers Conference

3/22/02

Marion, Illinois

Washington University School of Law

3/18/02

Washington, D.C.

Harvard University School of Law

Wrongful Convictions Symposium

4/19-20/02
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Cambridge, Massachusetts

North Carolina Academy of Trial Lawyers

Problems with Forensic Sciences Seminar

4/2/03

Raleigh, North Carolina

North Carolina Association of Public Defenders

5/14/03

Wrightsville Beach, North Carolina

Harris County Criminal Lawyers Association Conference

4/29-30/03

Houston, Texas 

Florida Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers Conf. 

6/12-13/05

Palm Beach, Florida

Wisconsin Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers Conf.

6/18-20/05

Madison, Wisconsin

Maryland Criminal Defense Attorneys’ Association

10/10-11/05

Baltimore, Maryland

Federal Public Defenders Conference

10/08-09/03

Wilmington, North Carolina

Massachusetts Continuing Legal Education Conference

10/17/03

Boston, Massachusetts

North Carolina Public Defender Investigators Conference

3/17-19/04

Chapel Hill, North Carolina

National Defender Investigator Association Conference
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4/06-09/04

Boston, Massachusetts

Virginia Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers Conf. 

5/21/04

Richmond, Virginia

New Jersey Public Defenders Office

9/09-10/04

Atlantic City, New Jersey

Alaska Investigators Association Conference

9/27/04

Anchorage, Alaska

North Carolina Bar Association Conference

11/19/04

Greensboro, North Carolina

University of Kentucky 

Eastern Kentucky University 

Criminal Justice & Policy Studies Seminar

2/10/05

Oregon Criminal Defense Lawyers Association

3/12/05

Portland, Oregon

Rowan County, NC, Criminal Defense Bar Meeting

4/15/05

Salisbury, North Carolina

Alabama Criminal Defense Lawyers Association Conference

6/23-25/05

Pensacola Beach, Florida

National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers Conf. 

9/30/05 - 10/01/05

Las Vegas, Nevada
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North Carolina Public Defenders Investigators Conference

Myrtle Beach, South Carolina

3/16/06

Washington State Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers

Seattle, Washington

3/24/06

Utah Academy of Criminal Defense Lawyers

Salt Lake City, Utah

4/21-22/06

Maine Academy of Criminal Defense Lawyers

Freeport, Maine

6/2/06

North Carolina Academy of Trial Lawyers

Sunset Beach, North Carolina

6/13/06

Iowa Public Defenders Association

Iowa City, Iowa

6/22/06

Louisiana Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers

Baton Rouge, Louisiana

7/22/06

Texas Criminal Defense Lawyers Association

Dallas, Texas

9/20-21/06

University of Cincinnati School of Law

Cincinnati, Ohio

11/9/06

University of North Carolina School of Government

Chapel Hill, North Carolina

11/30/06 - 12/1/06
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South Texas College of Law

Houston, Texas

6/15/07

National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers

San Francisco, California

8/1-4/07

 

                                                                                                      

Testimony Experience

Approximately 50 testimonies as expert witness in analytical

chemistry of explosives, plastics, lubricants, analytical

chemistry.

Testimony concerning FBI Laboratory failures before the House

Judiciary Committee

U.S. Congress 1997

Testimony concerning FBI Laboratory failures before the

Senate Judiciary Committee

U.S. Congress 1997
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT    

FOR 
                                THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

FLORENCE DIVISION 
 

SOUTHERN HOLDINGS, INC., ) CA. NO. 4:02-1859-RBH  
ET AL., )  

 PLAINTIFFS, )  
) 

VERSUS ) 
) 

HORRY COUNTY, ET AL., ) 
DEFENDANTS. ) 

                                                                            ) 
 

 

 

ELECTRONIC EXHIBIT - I  

TRANSCRIPT 

CHRISTI OBERBROECKLING 

 

(Interview with Christi Oberbroeckling, Administrator,       

with FBI Evidence Control Unit at Quantico, Virginia, 

regarding FBI Chain of Custody Documentation Forms.) 
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57:00 – 59:20 1 

Oberbroeckling: Yeah.  The -- the forms that you’re -- that you’re referring to are 2 

laboratory-only forms.  Um, some of the forms that you obtained through 3 

discovery? 4 

Interviewer: That’s correct. 5 

Oberbroeckling: Okay.  I just wanted to make sure so that I can explain it so that you can  6 

understand it a little bit better. 7 

Interviewer: Right. 8 

Oberbroeckling: Do you have copies of two different forms?  You have the one of the, uh, 9 

the two different laboratory chains of custody, the 243 and 243(a)? 10 

Interviewer: Right. 11 

Oberbroeckling: Oh, yes.  The 243 is what we call a main chain.  The 243(a), those are 12 

intra-unit chains. 13 

Interviewer: Right. 14 

 Oberbroeckling: Which means once the evidence is delivered to a particular unit, the 15 

transfer of that evidence within that unit is recorded on the 243(a). 16 

Interviewer: They mark on the 7-243 received and then they generate a 7-243(a). 17 

Oberbroeckling: Correct. 18 

Interviewer: For transfers internal to their unit. 19 

Oberbroeckling: Correct. 20 

Interviewer: Okay. 21 

Oberbroeckling: Yeah.  For cases that are main chain, the 243 records the receipt 22 

information for receipt of the evidence into the laboratory.  So then, yeah,   23 

the 243(a) is within a unit during their examination to keep track of the 24 

evidence that they have been handed for their examination. 25 
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2 
 

Interviewer: Like the 7-243(b) is, um, as I said, I’m reading out of the Q and A  1 

manual.  I found on the reverse of the 7-243 or the 7-243(a). 2 

Oberbroeckling: You’re looking at the laboratory Q &A manual? 3 

Interviewer: Yeah. 4 

Oberbroeckling: Bear with me.  Our internet is finally back up.  Can you -- just so that I 5 

don’t have to sort through it, what section are you in- in the Q &A 6 

 manual? 7 

Interviewer: I’m under Exhibit D. 8 

Oberbroeckling: Exhibits.  Here are the exhibits.  Okay.  So it’s just an internal tracking of 9 

what teams were involved.   10 

Interviewer: Well, there’s a 243 and a 243(a) were used. 11 

Oberbroeckling: Absolutely.  That -- that is your actual chain of custody.  243(b) is 12 

information only, or who is involved in teams. 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 
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SEP .15.2003 

FBI 
Supervisory Special Agent (retired) Noel Herold 

BACKGROUND - RESUME 

Nine year ... U.S. Marine Corps Reserve· Infantry 

B.A. in Nuclear and Atomic Physics 

I worked Five years (1965-1970) as Physidst for Grumman Aerospace 
Corporation. working at Bethpage, New York, Cape canaveral, and Kennedy Space 
Center, florida, Oil the froject Apolio lunar Module frimary Guidance and Navigation 
Subsystem. Acquired Private (aircraft) Pilot's licence In 1968. 

I joined the FBI In January, 1970 as Special Agent. 
Worked for two years In the Cincinnati and New York field offices on Fugitives and 
Organized Crime, reipectively. 

I w..orked for three years in the Physics and Chemistry Section of the FBI 
laboratory as an Examiner in the Firearms Unit at FBI Headquarters. 

I worked for over 20 years in the Radio Engineering Section of the 
Laboratory and now the Engineering Section of The laboratory Division at fBI 
Headquarters. Presently working at the Engineering Research Facility, Quantico, 
Virginia. This work has included the following: 

(1) Acoustic Measurements 
(2) Examinations/measurements of (weapons) si/encers 

and sound suppressors 
(3) Video/audio enhancements and synchronizations .. -
(4) Video and audio copyright violations examinations 
(5) Video authenticity examinations 
(6) VideD world stand~rds c::on\'ersions/~xaminatkms 
(7) Computer enhancement of video and audio 
(8) Technical support for the field and Headquarters 

(9) Research on video systems, examination methods and 
signal recovery 

(10) (Weapons) silencers/suppressors & Video/audio 
forensic training 

J have Received formal training in Systems Engineering, Analog Video 
Technology, Video Copyright Control, Digital Technology, Digital Audio Signal 
Processing, Digi~aI Image processing, Imaging, and Digital Image Processing For law 
Enforcement. 

I have testified in Federal, State, local, and International courts as expert 
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SEP.1S.2003 

~ " 

witness over' 50 times in Firearms, Toolmarks, Audio, Acoustics, (weapons) 
silencers/suppressors, and video. I have provided forensic assistance in all 50 States, 
the u.s. Virgin, Islands, and international video and audio forensic assistance for 
Australia, Canada, Denmark, Egypt, EI Salvador, Germany, Creat Britain, Hong Kong, 
Ireland, Israel, Kuwait, latvia, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Philippines, Saudi 
Arabia, Singapore, South Korea, Sweden, and the United Nations. 

I lectured at the FBI Academy, Quantico, Va. for New Agentls Training, 
Technically Trained Agent's, and National Academy students. Have guest lectured at the 
Acoustical Society of America, National Technical Investigators Association (NATIA), 
and for the International Conference on "Equipment For The Police" in Ottawa, Canad~ 
Wrote an article on HA Method of Audio Copyright examination," co-authored an article 
entitled "Equipping the Modern Audio-Video Forensic Laboratory", and contributed to 
an article in "Photo Electronic Imagtng" magazine entitled 4

/ Testing Reality" (Sept/97). 
Member of NATiA and "'The Academy Group". Have assisted in providing (expert 
witness) and moot court training for Assistant U.S. Attorney's In Washington, D.C. 

, retired on May 31, 1996, as a Supervisory Special Agent and resumed case 
work as a consultant with the FBI on June 7, 1996. 
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SEP.1S.2003 P.4 

LIST OF COURT APPEARANCES 

Noel Herold 

1) Feb.n1 Cincinnati, Ohio fed tnal (line~up) 

2) 10/10n3 Los 'Angeles, Caltfornfa Trial (firearms) 

3) 10/18173 Stafford County, Virginia Bench trial 

4) 11;08173 Portland, Oregon Bench trial 

5) 02/21n4 Pfttsbul'ih, Pennsylvania Fed trial 

6) 03/12174 Omaha, Nebraska Trial 

7) 03/26/74 Milwaukee, Wisconsin Guilty piN 

S) 05/07n4 GreenviUe, Mississippi Guilty piN 

9) 05122/74 Doylestown, Pennsylvanfa Local Trial (fkearms) 

10) 06/20174 South Bend, Indiana Trial 

11) 10/02174 Bridseton, New J.rs.y Trial 

12) 10/07/74 Valparaiso, Ind'ana TrlaVdouble homicide 

13) 01/15175 Bridgeton, New Jers.y Re~tr1al 

14) 08/25/75 Siln Aneelo, Texas Tnal 

15) 09/30175 Los Angeles, California Trial 

16) 01/14/76 BirmfnBham, Alabama Trial 

17) 06/02176 San Angelo, Texas Trial 

18) 11103176 Bo;ton, Massachu!ett! Fed triil (cop mat) 

19) 08/22177 tos Angeles, Callfornfa T .... ' 
20) 09/14177 Los Angeles, California Fed trial (copmat) 

21) 10/21177 Upper Marlboro, Maryland Trial (audio enh) 

22) 06/06178 Bluefield, West Virginia Fed trial (cop mat) 

23) 07/17178 Wtlmfngton, Delaware Trial (snencer) 

24) 09/10n8 Mtaml, Florida Tnal 

25) 10107na Newark, New Jersey . Fed trial 

J Of.~ 
, -
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SEP. 1S. 2003 P.S 

26) 10123178 RodgersviUe, Tennessee Trial 

27) 11/0SnS Miamf, Florida Trial 

28) 11/15178 Houston, Texas Trial (audfo enn) 

29) 11/27178 Miami, Florida Fed trial (drugs) 

30) 1210517a Fatrfax, Virginia Trial (audio enh) 

31) 12108178 Virsinia Beach, Virginia Trial 

32) 0z/23n9 Houston. Tex~s Trial 

33) 02127179 Gallup, New Mexico Fed trial 

34) OS/29179 Miami, Florida Tn!! 

35) 08/15179 Cummfnl, Georgia Trial 

36) 09/19179 Henciersonvflle, Tennessee irial 

37) 10/09179 Albany, Georgia Trial 

38) 11/05179 Houston, Texas Trial Judge dropped clle 

39) 01/09/80 Roanoke, Vlrgln;a Trfal 

40) 01/22180 Philadelphia. Pennsylvania Benen nearlng 

41) 02125/80 Georeetown, Delaware Trill (bench) 

42) 03/06/80 Bes.emer, Alabama Tnal (bombinl) 

43) OS/OS/80 Philadelphia, Penn sylvania Tnat 

44) 06116180 Martinsville. Virginia TriaL 

45) 08/06/80 Tampa, Florida Trial 

46) 08/19/80 Chfcalo, Illinois Tnal (silencer) 

47) 12/08/80 West Palm Beac:h, Florida Fed trial (RICO) 

48) 01/06/81 WilmfnBtonJ Delaware Bench hearinl 

49) 02110/81 Salt Lake City, Utah Tnal 

50) 03/24/81 Reno, Nevada Defense stfpulate. 

51) 05/04/81 Salt Lake City, Utah Mistrial (juror) 

52) 08/24/81 Salt l.ake City, Utah Re:trial 

53) 10/20/81 Albany, Hew York Fed bench hearing 

54) 10/27/81 Panama Ctty, FlOrida Trial (drup) 

55) 12/10/81 Fort Lauderdale, Florida Trfal 

56) 12/14181 Newark. NEW Jer5ey Fed bench hearing 

f obQ 

Appeal: 14-1678      Doc: 110-2            Filed: 08/24/2015      Pg: 240 of 363

Jim
Typewritten Text
240



SEP15.2003 P.6 

57) 02/01/82 Newark, New Jersey Fed trial 

58) ApriV82 Washington, D.C. Trial (enhance) 

59) 06121/82 San DieIO, California Trial 

60) 08130/81 Lake County, Indiana Trial 

61) 09/28/82 Boston, Massachu5Rt1i Tnal 

62) Oct.1982 Easton, Maryland Trial 

63) 02114/83 Denver, Colorado Trial 

64) 05/16/83 New York, New York fed trfal (IRA) 

65) 08/30/83 Los Angeles, California Trie~ 

66) 10/19/83 Raletlh, North Carolina Trial 
67) 11/03113 Cleveland, Ohio Fed trial 
68) 01/10184 Cleveland, Ohio Fed trial 
69) 04/09/84 Ph~1x, Arizona Fed trial 
70) 05/10/84 fairfax, Virgtnta Trial (civtl) 
71) 06129/84 Cleveland, Ohio Trial 
72) 08/14/84 Providence, Rhode Island Fed trial 
73) 02/05/85 Las Vqas, Nevada Trial 
74) 07/22185 Midland, Texas Trial 
75) 1012.1/85 Tampa, Florida Trial 
76) 11117185 Knoxvill_, Tenness .. Tnal 
77) 01/21/86 Atlanta, Georgia Tr.tal 
78) 02/03/86 Indtanapolis, Indiana Fed trial (copmat) 
79) 06n3/86 Tampa, Florida Fed trial (delayed) 
80) 06/29/86 Tampa, Florida Fed trial 0,," 

81) OCT/1986 Washtngton, D.C. Trial (enhance) 
82) 06/23/87 DaUal, Texas Trial 
83) 08/17/87 Beckley, West Vfrginia Trial 
84) 12/17/87 Newark, New Jerr.er .~ Fed trial 
85) 03/01/88 Deland, Florida Trial 
86) 04/18188 Jacksonville, Florida Trial (druIS) 
87) 05/09/88 Hartford, Connecticut Fed hearina(WELLROB) 
88) 08/15/88 Milwaukee, Wlsc:onsin Trial (c:opmat) 
89) Feb/1989 Ch1cBIO, IIIlnots Stipulation 
90) 07/19/89 Grand Junctton, Colorado Trial (del-minor) 
91) 11/14/89 Philadelphia, Pennsylvanfa Trial 
92) 1V004/89 Birmingham, Alabama F-d trial (Hobbs) 

!070 
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SEP 15.2003 P.? 

93) 01/30/90 Tampa, Florida Trial 
94) 09/10/90 Lexlnaton, South carolina Trial 
95) 06116191 Tyler, Texas Trial (Lunsford) 
96) 06/03/92. Key West, Florida Fed trial (drugs) 
97) 09/01/92 Merrillville, Indiana Trial 
98) 05/18/93 Lockport, New York Trial (vid auth) 
99) 08125193 Savannah, Georgia Trial delayed 
102) 04126/94 Aususta, Geors!a Trial 

103) 06109194 Milwaukee, Wisconsin Trial 
104) 1 010.4194 Columbus, Georlia Trial (shoot-out) 
105) 12/06/94 ELDorado, Arkansas Trial (Subway murder) 
106) 03/21/95 Guntersville, Alabama Trial 
107) 05/10/95 P'armlnaton, Mtssouri Trial (vtd auth) 
108) 09/11195 B1rmineham, Alabama f.d r.·trial 
109) 1012.5/95 Enelewood, Color.do Trial (rob-vid) 
110) 11/30/95 SDNY, New York City Trial FBI·drup 
111) 01/18/96 Maanol1a, Arkansas Trial (shooter) 
112) 02128/96 Colorado Springs, Colorado Tria' (Quad murder) 
113) 03/15/96 Euaene,Orelon Tnal (Tlps.Auth) 
114) 06128/96 Brooklyn, New York Trial (Chld-abust!-V) 
115) 12/06/96 Los Anleles, Caltfornia Trial (vidlaud/sync) 
116) 02110/97 Tulsa, Oklahoma Disc. (vidlaud--mur) 
117) 02111/97 Tulsa, Oklahoma Trial (vtd/aud-mur) 
118) 05/1 V97 Tulsa, Oklahoma Disc. (vtd/aud-mur) 
119) 05114/97 Tulsa, Oklahoma TrIal (vid/aud .. mur) 
120) 11/19/97 Q,uanttco1 Virginia DQposttion(Mexican) 
111) OV10/9S C1ndnnati, Ohio Trial (vtd/BR/prnts) 
122) 03/6/98 LA, CA-deposition (civ1l) Summ Judle(vid/auth)· 

123) 4/01/98 Maumee, Ohio TNI (vidlenh/auth) 
124) 5/05198 Wl$h.,D.C.·USDO D~p. (p'r'ison suicfd.:irentaduG> 
12') 6/23/98 

"¥v' ~ .... ". • 

The Hague, Netherlands War-Crim-Trib. (Vtd/auth"ICTY) ..... -.'<~- •.. 

126) 8/23/98 Kansas Ctty. Kansas Trial (vid auth) 
127) 10/23/98 FB1·HQ.·Washinaton. D.C. O·PQsit:ion(M@xfcan) 
128) 10/30198 Cltfton. Vtrsin1a (civtl) Deposttton(Lexmark) 
129) 04128/99 Abingdon, Vtra'nfa Suppr, (Vfd auth) 
130) 03/31/00 Wash. ,D.C.·USDOJ Deposition-Waco 
131) 05/24100 Manon, Va. Phone Dep. Vid/auth* 
132) 05131/00 Towson,Md Vld- autMnnoc Imas" 
133) 07/19/00 Fort Worth, Texas Vid/auth/enh • murd« 

{o 7/ 
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, S:.:F.1S.2003 

134) 07125100 V1rlinia, Minnesota 
135) 1015,6100 Sfnlapore (Capitol case) 
136) 03/13/01 U.S. Virain Islinds-St. Croix 
137) o.4/(wo1 USN-Norfolk, Virainia 
138) 05109101 USN-Norfolk, Villinta 
139) 08/11101 AUlusta, c;.ol'li 
140) 09/13101 Appling. Geol'lla 
141) 11/29/01 Dayton, Ohio 

. 142) 01/09102 los Ansel .. , CA 
143) OVlOlO2 Tampa, Florida 
144) 031013102 NaS! Heed: North CaroUna 
145)03126/02 Paducah, Kentucky 
146) 05/01102 San Francfsco, Cilifor 
147) 07/13102 South Bend, Indiana 
148) 08/23102 South Bend, Indtana 
14~) 12/06102 South Bend, Indiana 
1 SO) 12117102 Mobtle, Alabama 
151) 03/06103 Portsmouth, Ohio 
152) 04/09103 Norfolk, vtrJ1n1a 

• Not phYSically present 

Vidlauthl_nh -kid/murder 
V1d1aud!auth/eh .drup/3 sub 

DEA - vtdlaud enh 

P.8 

NCIS~ape·vkf euth./repalr 
NCIS-rape-vtd auth./repalr (2Msub) 
vtdlauth/HearinafDrup 
Vi.o authentidtyltnaVdrup 
Vidlaud enhlmolani!mur tnal 
Video auth ATF machinel\ln 
Video authlperjury 

'ltd authlludMd enhanc.ment 
Video/audio enhanc.m.nt 
vtdeo auth/enh 1" de'-3 murder 
Vlc:t.o authlenh l~ clef-3 mur.r 
Vfdeo auth/.nh 31'11 d.f-3 murd« 
Vtd~o/aucHo enhlsync 91. StlpQ. 
Video/aud enhlcftsc.HHrtngltrfal Mp. 
Video/Bud enhimurder tnallDIs.Court 

:- - ~-.~:,,'". ,. 

{ 07'; 
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," • 
FSISupervisory Special Agent.(retired) Noel Herold 

CURRICULUM VITAE RESUME 

. . 
Six years - -u.s. Marine Corps. Reserve - Infantry 

. . ... Attended: Hofstra· University, Brooklyn polytechnical College, Nassall 
Community College, Rollins. C~lIege,·University.of Connecticut, Ohi<.» Universi~ (course. 

, ~y mail), .and Defiance College 

. B.A.- in Nu~'ear 'and Atomic Physics from Defiance 'Conege (Maj~red in 
Phrsi~s and J\I.1athematicS) 

I worIC:ed Five years (1965-1970) as Physicist for Grumman Aerospace 
Corporation - ~rking at Be~!age, New VorlC, Cape Canaveral, and Kennedy Space 
Center, Florida, on .the projecfl\pollo lunar Module Primary Guidance and Navigation 
Subsys~em. Acquired Private (aircraft) .PilD~'s licence in 1968. 

- . 
I joined the FBI in January, 1970 as Special Azent . 

Worked for two years in the Cmcmnati and New York fietd offices on Fugitives and 
_ Organized Crime, respectively. 

, i worked for three years in the Physics and Che~istry Section of the FBI 
-. . laboratory as an Examiner in the Firearms Unit at FBI Headquarters~ - . 

_ I worked for oyer 20 years irl the Radio Engineering Seqion of the 
. laboratorj and now the Engineering Sedion of The Laboratory DMsion at FBI - ' -

Headquarters. Prese~. working at- the Engineering Research Faci~ity, Quantico, 
Virginia. This wor1< has indu.ded the following: _ . 

(1) _Acoustic Measurements . 
·(2) Examinations/measurements -of (weapons) silencers 
. , . and sound supp~sors . 
(3) Video/audio enhancements_and synchronizations 
(4) ·Vid~ and. audio copyright violations examinations 
(S) Video authentidty examinations . 
·(6). yid~ world standards conversions/~aminations 
(n Cornpulerenhanceme"nt of video and audio -

'(8) Video & aud~o comparisons . 
·(9) -Technical support for the field and Headquarters 
<-10) Research ()n· vidt:O systems, exami~ation methOds and 

- - signal. recovery _ . 
(11) (Weapons) silencers/s.uppressors & Video/audio 

fo-«:nsi(: training 

" 

....... -
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, I have .;eived formal,training'in Sy~ems Enf,. _-ering, Analog Video, 
, 'Technology, Video Copyright Control, L)igital Tech'~ogy~. Digital Audio Signal 

Processing, Digit~ Image Proces~ing, Imaging, Intergraph Video Analyst System, and 
, Digital, Image ~roc~~ing For law Enf~ment. 

. . >,j have teStified in federal, State, LoCat, and 'International courts as an' 
eXpert witness over 155 times in Firearms, Toolmarks, Audio, Acoustics, (weapons) 

, silencers/suppressors .. and video. ' I have provided fO,rensic assisiance'in air 50 States, : 
the U.s. Virgin Islands, and international video and/or audio forensic assistance for 
Argentina, AuStralia, Bolivia, Canada, Columbia; ~nmarl4 Egypt, EI Salvador, Gef_many, 
Great Britain, Guam, Hong Kong, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Jamaica, Kuwait, Latvia, Mexic." 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Pakistan, Philippines, Puerto Rico, Romania, Saudi Arabia, 
~jngapore, South Kor:.ea, Sweden, a~d the United Nations ... and the U.s. Defense 
Department. 

" .1 lecttir~ at the' fBI Academy, Q\I~ti~o, V~ for 'New Agent's, Training, , 
, Technically:r rained Agent'~" ~nd National Academy stUdents. Have guest lectured at the 

Acoustical Soc~ety of ~meri£a, Na~aI T ecbnkallnvestigator's Association (NATIA), 
and -ror the International Conference on "'Equipment For The Police" in Otta~ Canada. 
Wrote an artide on "A Method of Audio Copyright Examination/' to-:authorefJ an artide . 

-. entitled ""Equipping the Modern Audio-Video Forensic laboratory", and contributed to 
, an article in "Photo EleCtronk Imaging" magazine entitled Nl'esting Reality" (Sept/97). ' 
Mem~ o~ NATIA and "The Acad~my Group~. Have assisted in proViding (expert 
'witness) and moot ~urt train,ing for Assistant U.s. Attorneys in Washington, D.C •. 

, I retired on May 31, 1996, as a Supervisory Special Agent and resumed,'cas~ 
work as a consultant with the FBI on June 7, 1996. 

~ .... 

" 

'. 
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LIST ·OF COURT APPEARANCES. , 

Noel Herold 

.. 

. . 
1) Feb.n1 Cinqf.Jnati. Ohio 

2).10/10n3 Los Angelest California 

3) 10/1Sn3 ~taffoi'd County. Virginia 

.4) 11/08n3 Portlaru:lt Oregon,· 

:5) Oi.n1n1 Pittsburgh. Pennsylv~ia 

,6) 03/1V74 Omaha; Nebraska 

.. 7) 03J26n4 . M.ilw~u1<ee. Wisconsin . ' 
~) 05/07/74' Gr~ville. MisSissippi 

- 9) 05/22174 ' DoylestOwn, Pennsylvania 

1.0) 06/20/74 South 8erid, Indiana 

. 11) ,10/02174 Brjdgeton. New Jersey 

12r 10/07/74 Va~ar~iso. Indiana 

13) 01/15ns 8~dgeton. New Jersey 

14) ,08/25/75 ': San Angelo~.Texas . 

1 5) 09/30/75 ,Los Angeles,. California 
.. 

16) 01/1~1i6 ' Birmi,.gha!T', Alabarrns. 
-. 

17) 06/02176 'San Angelo, Texas 

18) 1210'3n6 ' Boston, ~dlusetts 

19)' 08122177 ' : Los Ange-les.'Califomia 

20) 09/14r1,7' Los Angeles, California 

21) 10121fl7 ' Uppe-r ~rtboro~ Maryland 

. 22) 06/06I7S' ", Bluefield, West Virginia 

, 23) 07117(78 Wilmington. Delaware 

24) 09120118 MiamiJ 'Florida 

25)'10/07nS 
' .. 

Newark. New Jersey 

.' 

Fed trial (tine-up) 

Trial (firearms) 

, Bench trial 

. Bench trial 

. Fedbial 

Trial 

Guilty plea . 

Guilty plea 

Local Trial (firearms) 

Trial 

Trial 

TriaVdouble homidde 

, {te-trial 

Trial 

Trial 

Trial 

Triat 

Fed trial (copmat) 

THai 

Fed trial (copm~t) 

Trial (audio ellh) 

Fed trial (cop mat) 

. Trial tsttencer). . 

Trial 

Fed trial 
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26) 10123nS 

27) 11108flS 

28)"11/1.5/78 

29) 11127178 

30) '1'VQ5178 

31) 12108178 

: 32) 02123'79." 

j3)02l27179 

': 34) 05129179 

35)08/15179 

36) 09/19n9 

37) 1.0/O~n9 

." 

RodgersviUe, Tennessee 

Miami, Aortda . 

. Ho~ston. Texas. 

Miami, Ronda 

Fairfax, Virginia 

Virginia. Beach. Vlrginia 

Houston, Texas 

Gallup, New Mexico 

Miami. Florida· ' . 

. Cumming, Georgia 

" Hendersonville, Tel\~e - . 

A[b~ny; Georgia 

3,8) 11/05n9 .' , Houston, Texas 

39) 01109/80 'Roanoke, Virginia . 

40) 01122180 Philadelphia. Pennsylvania 

41) O~5/80 _ G~rge~~n, Delaware 

42) 03/06/80 ,. Bessemer, Alabama . 

43) OS10~/80 . : ,Phi~delphfa, Penn .sylvania 

'44) 06/16/80 Martinsville, Virginia 

45) ,08/06180. TamPa, Ronda' . 
, ~, 

46) 08/19/80 _ 

47) 12108/80 

48) 01106181 

49) 02110181· 

50) 03/24181 

51)' 05/04/81 

52) 08/24/81 

53) 10120181 

54} 10127181 

~5) ~211W81 

56) 12114/81 

Chicago,IUinois, -

West Palm Beach, F~rida 

Wilmingtori, Delaware 

Salt Lake City, Utah 

'Reno~ Nevada 

- Satt Lake City. Utah 

-Salt Lake City. Utah 

" Albany, New York 

_ ,Panama City, Florida 
, -

'. f~ lauderdalej Florida 

Newa~k~ N~w Jersey 

'friar 

Trial 

Trial (audio enh) 

Fed trial (drugs) 

Trial (audio enh) 

Trial 

Trial 

Fed trial 

Trial 

Trial 

Trial 

Tn.al 

Trial Judge dropped case . 

Tria.1 ", 

Bench hearing 

Trial (bendl) 

Trial (bombing) 

. Trial 

Trial 

Trial,: 

Trial (silencer) 

Fed trial '(RICO) 

" Bench hearing 

Trial 

Defense stipulates 

Mistrial (juror) 

Re-trial 

Feo bench hearing 

Trial (drugs) . 

Trial 

Fed bench hearing 

--- -" 

-. 
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-
57) 02101182 . ·Newark, New Jersey Fed trial'. 

58) ApJ11182' 'Wa~hington. D.C. . .. Trial (~nha"ce) 

. 59} 06121/~f': · Sa~ Diego:'Catifo~ia Trial 

60) .08i30182 Lake County, Indiana .. Trial 

61) 09I2B/3~ .. · Boston. Massachusetts Trial 

62) Oct. 1982 . Easton, Maryland Trial 

·63) 02i14/83 De-l1v~r ~ ~oIorado Trial 
, . 64) OSn6183· 

'. 
~ew York, New York . Fed trial {IRA) .. , 

65) 08130/83 · Los Angeles, CalifOrnia· Tria'· 

66) 10/19183 · Raleigh, North Carolina Trial. 

67) 11103/83 Clevelan~ Ohio . Fed trial 

611) 01/10/84 . · Cleveland. Ohio Fed trial 

69) .04109/84 Phoenix, Arizona Fed triar 
-

Fairfax, Virginia 1"riai (civil) yO} 05!1C/M 
,71) 06i29184 Clevelan~ Ohio .- Trial· 

72) 08/14184 PrOVidenCe, Rhode Island Fed trial 

73) 02105185 Las Vegas. Nevada Trial . . 
74) 07/22185. .Midland, Texas Trial 

7!?) ·10121.185 · Tampa~ Florida Trial 

76) 11/1.718~ '. Ktloxvilte, Tennessee Trial 

.~) 01121186 · Atlanta, Georgia . Trial 

78) 02103/86 . Indianapofis. Indiana Fed trial (copmat) 

79) 06/23/86 Tampa. Florida Fed ~ (delayed) 

80) 06n9/86 
. . 
Tampa,·fIorida . . Fed trial 

. 81)" OCTi19B6 .. Washingl.on, D.C. Triaf (enhance) : 

82) . 06123/87 . Dallas, ~exas: Trial 

83} 08/17/87 Beckley, West Virginia . Trial 

84) 12117;87 · .Newark·,. N~ J~rsey Fed trial 

8.5) 03/01188 Deland, . Florida Trial· 
-~ -. . 

86) 04118/88. Jacksonville, Florida Trial (drugs) 

87) o5/0~i88 Han1ord~Connecticut Fed heanng(WELLROB) 

88) 08/15/88 Mnw~ukee, Wisconsin Trial (copmat) • 
89) Feb/1989 Chicago,. flIinois Stipu lation 

·90) 07119/89. : ~nd Junction, Colorado Trial (del-minor) 

91) 11114/89 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania Trial 

92} 12/04/89 Birmingham, Alabama Fed.triat (Hobbs) 
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93) 01/30/90 

94) 09/10190 

95) _()6/26/91-

- 96) 

91) 

98) 

99) 

06/03/92 

09/01/92 -

05/18193 -
08125193 

102) 04126/94 

103) 06/09194 

104)1(}104l94 

105,12/06/94: 

1(6) (j3n1/9~ 

.107) 05/10/95 

'108) 09/11/95 

_109} ~On5JC)5 

110) 11/30195 

111) 01/,18/96 

112) 02l2&/~6 

113} 03/1519~ 

114) 06128196 

Tampa, Florida 
: Lexington; South Carolina 

, Tyler, Texas 

Key West, Florida 

Merri UvUle ~ Indiana 

Lockport, ".New York 
--Savannah. Georgia 

Augusta, Georgia 
Milwiiuk~, Wisconsin 
Columbus, Georgia . 
E t Dorado, Arkansas 

GunterSville, Alaba~­

FarmingtOn, Missouri . 

_ B~rmjngham, Alabama 

Englewood7 Color-ado 
S~HY, New York City 

MagRona .. ~ 
. Colo~a~ ~prings~ COlorado 
. Eugene ~ OregOf) 

Btookl~, Hew York " 
115) 12106/96 

11~) 02110197 

117) 02111197 

'118) 05/12!97 

- ~s ~~les. California 
.' Tulsa~ Okiahoma 

··-119) 05/14197 . 

120) 11119197 

121,) 02110198 

122) 03/6198 

123) 4Ip1198 
124) 5105(98 

Tulsa, Oklahoma -
-Tulsa, ~Okrahoma 
Tulsa, Oklahoma' 
Quantico, Virginia . 
:Cfndn~ti, Ohio 
·LA. CA-deposition (ct'lil) 

-Maumee, Ohi9 

Wash.~P.C.·USDO 

125) 6n3f98 - . -The Hague, Netherlands 
126) 8/23/98 Kansas City, Kansas ' 

127) 1 O/~3/98 . FBI·HQ~Washiogton~ D.C •. 
128) 10/30198' . Clifton~ Virginia (civil) 

129) 04/28/99 . Abingdon, Virginia 

130) 03/31100 Wash.,D.C.-USDOJ 

131) 0512~/OO Marion, . .Ya. 

.. Not physically prese~t - . 

Trial 
. Trial 

Trial,(Lu~sford) 

. Fed trial (drugs) 
.. Trial 

. Trial (vid auth) 

Trial delayed . 

Trial 

Tlial-

Trial (shoot-out) .­

Trial (Subway murder) 
Trial· _ 

_ Trial (vid auth) 

Fed re--trial. . 

Trial (rob-'lid) - -, 
· Trial. FBI~~gs. 

Trial (shooter) 
Trial (Quad murder) 

Trial (Tlps-Auth) 

Trial (Chld-abuse-V) 

· Trial (vidlaudlsync.l 
Disc. (vidlaud-mur) 

Trial (vidlaud-mur) 

Disc. (vidlaud-~ur) 

. . Trial (vidlaud-mur) 

. Deposjtioo(-Mexican) 
· Trial (vidIBRlpmtS) 

Summ Judge(vkllauthr 

Trial (vidlenh/auth) 

Dep.(prison suidcje.. Trentadue 

War-Crim-Trib. (V.idlauth-ICTY)· 
. Trial (vid auth) -~-

Deposition (Mexican) 

- Deposmon(lexmark) 

Suppr. (Vid auth)· 

Deposition-Waco . 

Phone Dep. Vid/auth-

, 
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1 
 

           
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT    

FOR 
                                THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

FLORENCE DIVISION 
 

SOUTHERN HOLDINGS, INC., )     CA. NO. 4:02-1859-RBH 
ET AL., )  

 PLAINTIFFS, )  
) 

VERSUS ) 
) 

HORRY COUNTY, ET AL., ) 
DEFENDANTS. ) 

                                                                            ) 
 

 

 

ELECTRONIC EXHIBIT II RECORDING 

WITH GREG BRATCHER 

 

Assistant Director 

Horry County Fleet Maintenance 
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6:29 – 10:32  1 

Interviewer:  Hello? 2 

Mr. Bratcher:  Yes, sir.  Can I help you? 3 

Interviewer: Yeah.  I’m looking at purchasing a surplus vehicle and they told me to call down 4 

to fleet and I could pick up some of the records from y’all on the 5 

 maintenance, um, this asset number 31290. 6 

Mr. Bratcher:  Hold on, son.  Let me get to my desk.  Hold on a minute. 7 

Interviewer:  Okay. 8 

Mr. Bratcher:  Okay.  You said it was 32190? 9 

Interviewer:  No, 31290. 10 

Mr. Bratcher:  ‘97 Ford Crown Vic, right? 11 

Interviewer:  ‘97 Ford Crown Vic, yup. 12 

Mr. Bratcher:  What would you like to know about it? 13 

Interviewer:  Ah, do you have the service records on it? 14 

Mr. Bratcher:  Yeah, pretty much. 15 

Interviewer:  Ah, could you fax them to me because I’m looking to -- 16 

Mr. Bratcher: Well, I mean, no, just on the (inaudible).  We can’t fax ‘em to you or nothing like 17 

that.  I mean, I could tell you a little about it, but.  It’s been serviced on a regular 18 

basis every 3,000 miles. 19 

Interviewer: Every 3,000 miles. 20 

Mr. Bratcher: And the transmission’s been serviced every 21. 21 

Interviewer: Every 21,000? 22 

Mr. Bratcher: Uh, huh. 23 

Interviewer: When was it put into service? 24 

Mr. Bratcher: It was put into service January of, ah, 1st of ‘98. 25 

Interviewer: January of ‘98? 26 

Mr. Bratcher: Uh, huh. 27 
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Interviewer: Okay.  And when was it taken out? 1 

Mr. Bratcher: It was taken out 10/03. 2 

Interviewer: 10/03.  Okay.  And when was -- was it a -- 3 

Mr. Bratcher: It’s always a police vehicle. 4 

Interviewer: Oh, it was a police vehicle.  All the way through 10/03? 5 

Mr. Bratcher: Uh, huh. 6 

Interviewer: Okay.  Now, what was the mileage on it at that time? 7 

Mr. Bratcher: The ending mileage?   8 

Interviewer: Uh, huh. 9 

Mr. Bratcher: The ending mileage was somewhere around 135 – 136 thousand. 10 

Interviewer: 136,000? 11 

Mr. Bratcher: Uh, huh. 12 

Interviewer: Could you do me a big favor? 13 

Mr. Bratcher: Uh, huh. 14 

Interviewer: And just -- the only thing I need is the asset number of the ‘97 Ford Crown Vic 15 

and the put-into-service date, the January -- 16 

Mr. Bratcher: Uh, huh. 17 

Interviewer: ’98. 18 

Mr. Bratcher: ’98. 19 

Interviewer: And the ending mileage of -- the ending, taken out on 10/03, and the ending  20 

mileage of 136,000. 21 

Mr. Bratcher: Yeah. 22 

Interviewer: Could you send me just a fax cover sheet with that on it?  It’s to John Rakowsky, 23 

J-o-h-n. 24 

Mr. Bratcher: Okay, John.  How do you spell the last name? 25 

Interviewer: R-a-k-o-w-s-k-y. 26 

Mr. Bratcher: R-a-k-  27 
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Interviewer: -o-w-s-k-y. 1 

Mr. Bratcher: Okay. 2 

Interviewer: And, um, okay.  I know you guys – there was no major transmission 3 

work or anything on it? 4 

Mr. Bratcher: No, sir. 5 

Interviewer: What do you do when you take all the parts?   I’m just curious.  When you take 6 

all the parts out, what do you do, like... 7 

Mr. Bratcher: If we take any off, we, you know, just install another one back on.  It ain’t no 8 

problem. 9 

Interviewer: But, I mean, like the video camera and stuff. 10 

Mr. Bratcher: Oh, they just take it and re-put it in a new vehicle. 11 

Interviewer: Put it in a new vehicle? 12 

Mr. Bratcher: Yep. 13 

Interviewer: So they -- they kind of -- they lock them in by serial numbers per vehicle? 14 

Mr. Bratcher: Oh, yeah, yeah, yeah. 15 

Interviewer: So... 16 

Mr. Bratcher: And, you know, whatever worked.  They may have -- and they pull it out of an 17 

old Crown Vic and you got an impala or something, you know, they put it in that 18 

one.  They don’t leave none of that left in it. 19 

Interviewer: I mean, you keep track of every one of those recorders, though? 20 

Mr. Bratcher: Oh, well, the individuals -- our department don’t, but the individuals do that. 21 

You know, the police department or whichever the department it is that’s used it, 22 

yeah, they keep track of that. 23 

Interviewer: They keep track of that? 24 

Mr. Bratcher: Yeah.  We have a different department that does that. 25 

Interviewer: You got a different department that does that? 26 

Mr. Bratcher: Yeah. 27 
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Interviewer: Okay.  What department is that? 1 

Mr. Bratcher: Horry County Police. 2 

Interviewer: Oh, they do it themselves?   3 

Mr. Bratcher: Yeah. 4 

Interviewer: They do both the sheriff and police cars? 5 

Mr. Bratcher: Yes, sir. 6 

Interviewer: Oh, okay.  Yeah, if you could fax that to me, I sure do appreciate it. 7 

Mr. Bratcher: Okay. 8 

Interviewer: Okay.  I thank you very much, sir. 9 

Mr. Bratcher: You’re welcome. 10 

Interviewer: Bye, bye. 11 

Mr. Bratcher: Bye. 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 
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1 
 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT    
FOR 

                                THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
FLORENCE DIVISION 

 

SOUTHERN HOLDINGS, INC., ) CA. NO. 4:02-1859-RBH  
ET AL., )  

 PLAINTIFFS, )  
) 

VERSUS ) 
) 

HORRY COUNTY, ET AL., ) 
DEFENDANTS. ) 

                                                                            ) 
 

 

 

 

ELECTRONIC EXHIBIT - II  

TRANSCRIPT 

RHONDA JOHNSON 

 

 

(Interview with Rhonda Johnson, Asset Manager, Horry 

County, South Carolina on Disposition 

Date of Brantley Police Cruiser and records on Brantley 

Police Camera and Recorder.) 
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1 
 

12:19 – 14:35 1 

Johnson: Finance.  It’s Rhonda. 2 

Interviewer: Hi, Miss Johnson.  How are you doing? 3 

Johnson: Fine and you? 4 

Interviewer: Pretty good.  I’m curious how inventories work; would you have a few minutes? 5 

Johnson: Sure 6 

Interviewer: Talk about just personal property, like police cars. 7 

Johnson: Okay. 8 

Interviewer: Equipment in police cars. 9 

Johnson: All right. 10 

Interviewer: I mean, do I have the right person or? 11 

Johnson: Yes. 12 

Interviewer: Okay, alright now, there’s an annual audit done every year right? 13 

Johnson: Uh, huh.  I send out a list of all the inventory to every department in the county. 14 

Interviewer: Uh, huh. 15 

Johnson: And they check it off and they answer it. 16 

Interviewer: Right. 17 
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Johnson: But as far as the vehicle they’re tracked like that and then they’re tracked daily through 1 

Fleet.  Now, we track all vehicles til we sell them through egov .com. 2 

Interviewer: Now, does the individual department track their equipment expenses, like say a 3 

camera and recorder for $3,000?  Would they track something like that? 4 

Johnson: Oh yes, they keep up with their individual stuff. 5 

Interviewer: Like a camera and recorder, I mean, which a $3,000 purchase or something, 6 

$4,000 that would be the individual department that would keep that serial 7 

number. 8 

Johnson: Right. 9 

Interviewer: Okay, like you would show, I know the ASY 400, which I think is the system that 10 

is being replaced now, you would, that keeps the inventory of the, of the, well, 11 

that keeps the asset records of the car when it was with the County? 12 

Johnson: Uh, huh. 13 

Interviewer: Would you have, like, the disposal date of an asset of that? 14 

Johnson: It would be on the same screen as the acquisition date. 15 

Interviewer: So like if I gave you, let’s say asset number 31290... 16 

Johnson: Uh, huh. 17 

Interviewer: Would you be able to give me disposal and acquisition date? 18 

Johnson: If it’s been disposed of. 19 
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3 
 

Interviewer: Sure, is there... 1 

Johnson: What number you want? 2 

Interviewer: 31290. 3 

Johnson: 31290? 4 

Interviewer: Right. 5 

Johnson: Ah, what you want to know about it? 6 

Interviewer: Um, the disposal. 7 

Johnson: The disposal date was 10-11 of 2003. 8 

Interviewer: 10-11 of 2003.  Okay.  Well, I sure do appreciate it.  Okay, bye, bye. 9 

Johnson: Bye. 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 
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