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RAIL: EIR due in summer for
Palmdale-Burbank segment

From A1

Comments may be emailed
to gfarra@fs.fed.us or mailed to
Angeles National Forest and San
Gabriel Mountains National Monu-
ment, Attn. George Farra, 701
North Santa Anita Ave., Arcadia,
CA 91006.

Documents on the drilling pro-
posal are available online at http:
//go.usa.gov/3tpnR.

The California High-Speed Rail
Authority earlier this year hired
a Spanish firm called SENER for
$56 million to do engineering and
environmental planning on pos-
sible routes between Palmdale and
Burbank, including three alternate
tunnel routes.

The draft environmental report
for the Palmdale-Burbank segment
is to be ready by next summer, with
the final environmental report in
summer 2017, documents show.

While enthusiastically sup-
ported for decades by Palmdale
officials, who see it as a necessity
for the Antelope Valley’s economic
future, the proposed high-speed
rail network is opposed by leaders
and residents in Acton, Agua Dulce,
Santa Clarita and San Fernando,
through whose communities it was
originally proposed to pass.

Lancaster officials also objected
to routing the tracks along Sierra
Highway, with Mayor R. Rex Parris
this summer calling the rail plan
“a total boondoggle” and saying it
could eliminate Lancaster busi-
nesses along the street.

Since 2013, at the suggestion
of Los Angeles County Supervisor
Michael D. Antonovich, rail author-
ity officials have been studying
alternate routes that would tunnel
through the San Gabriel Moun-
tains between Palmdale and the
Burbank airport rather than par-
allel the Antelope Valley Freeway

into Santa Clarita.

Even so, Acton residents worry
that a tunnel route would affect
their rural lifestyle, either by dis-
rupting well water supplies or by
surfacing too near them.

The five-year contract calls for
SENER to perform preliminary de-
sign for the Palmdale-Burbank rail
segment, including an option that
would bore through the mountains.
These engineering services will in-
clude conceptual design engineer-
ing and analyzing various alterna-
tives before selecting the preferred
one, the company said.

SENER will define the area for
environmental impact analysis and
the right of way to be acquired,
for the track alignment, stations,
and ancillary elements. The com-
pany says it will cooperate with city
planners for the station areas in
Palmdale and Burbank.

SENER has been present in
California since 2008 with offices
in San Francisco, being involved in
local projects such as a master plan
for Los Angeles Union Station. It
also did conceptual studies for an
expressway tunnel between Irvine
and Corona.

The company is among the firms
that worked on a 35-mile-long tun-
nel for trains to travel at 155 mph
through the Swiss Alps. The dou-
ble-tube Gotthard Base Tunnel, on
which construction started in 1999
and is due to finish next year, will
be the longest and deepest tunnel
in the world, going through the Alps
at less than 1,801 feet altitude.

To share your opinion on this
article or any other article, write
a letter to the editor and email it
to editor@aupress.com or mail it
to Letters to Editor, PO Box 4050,
Palmdale, CA 93590-4050.

cbostwick@avpress.com

STUDENTS: Pilot program will focus on special needs buses

From A1

the new equipment with students
from two schools, Valley View El-
ementary School in the Westside
Union School District and East-
side High School in the Antelope
Valley Union High School District.

“We want to see how it’s going
to work. It’s one more way for us
to ensure greater safety of our kids
in the transportation to and from
school,” Westside Superintendent
Regina Rossall said.

“I'm in favor of it but I would be
cautious on what the cost is and
how we can afford it,” Antelope
Valley Union High School District
trustee Barbara Willibrand said.

The pilot program is voluntary.
Beginning Thursday and running
through Dec. 18, it most likely will
focus on special needs buses.

“This works so well with handi-
capped students who may have
limited mobility; it gives us a
tool that is very mobile,” Fuselier
said, adding the system’s mobility
makes it easier to scan students in
wheelchairs or those with limited
mobility.

There is no cost for the pilot
program.

DeVries has been working on
the system for 15 years. He piloted
two previous generations that used
fingerprint biometrics in 2005 and
2010, but those systems proved too
expensive and inconsistent and
also lacked mobility.

DeVries declined to say how
much the system would cost
once it is ready. Iritrak will rent
the systems to school districts or
transportation agencies for three
years rather than sell it to them.

The equipment on one bus costs
less than $800, but there are also
other costs and features that go
into a working system, including
cellular costs, he said.

The system could help limit
school transportation agency’s li-
ability, DeVries said.

He added the system would cost
less to supply 90 buses for three
years than it would to purchase
one bus.

Asked how he plans to meet
projected demand once the system
is ready to go, DeVries said he
hopes to secure deals with cor-
porate partners such as Verizon,
whose cellular network Iritrans
uses.

“We’re going to deploy six to
10 of the waiting districts. We can
support that and then by that time
I'll have a national company with
a national footprint to step In,” De-
Vries said.

Iritrak Corp.

DON’T BLINK — The lritrans system is a binocular-like device
that scans the irises — the colored part — in a child’s eyes when he
or she boards and exits a school bus. The Antelope Valley Schools
Transportation Agency will field test the system starting Thursday.

David Walthall, a retired di-
rector of transportation with the
Ontario Montclair School District
and a shareholder in the company,
conducted one of DeVries’ previous
tests with fingerprint biometrics.

“I would have loved to have
a system where we could track

kids,” Walthall said in a telephone
interview.

Walthall worked with DeVr-
ies on a previous iteration of the
system.

“We really wanted it go work;
we really wanted it to be a suc-
cess,” Walthall said.

Karla Rhay, chief administra-
tive officer of Southern California
Schools Risk Management, said
Iritrans can help reduce litigation.

“It's going to mitigate the
situation by providing accurate
information, real-time data,” Rhay
said.

In the Whittier death, for exam-
ple, autistic teen Hun Joon “Paul”
Lee, who could not talk, was found
dead the afternoon of Sept. 11 in
a Whittier Union High School Dis-
trict parking lot. How long he had
been alone in the hot bus was not
disclosed, but Los Angeles news
media reported that the bus driver
had declared the bus “all clear.”

Southern California Schools
Risk Management is a joint-pow-
ers authority that seeks to help
its member districts connect with
products or services that can
benefit districts with products to
reduce losses.

“It’s letting schools know that
this technology exists,” Rhay said.

To share your opinion on this
article or any other article, write
a letter to the editor and email it
to editor@avpress.com or mail it
to Letters to Editor;, PO Box 4050,
Palmdale, CA 93590-4050.

Jjdrake@avpress.com

If you have seen or heard
something newsworthy, call the
Antelope Valley Press news-
room at (661) 273-2700 between

Have you seen news happening?

10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. After of-
fice hours, call (661) 267-4163
between 5:30 and 11 p.m. and
ask for the editor on duty.

'Y—

T'

_ =

Chord

Don’t Miss This Once in a Lifetime Chance for you to...

=LEARN

— Amazing

PIAN

For Practically

E{“

’ A colstration of EihicMEmeRriTng

g

forEthics

guaranfeed!” --

Paul Neill’s Piano Workshop is coming to your city as part of a (1 time) 5 veér touf across the USA!

“Let me show you how easy it is to play REAL beautiful music in
any style. Your age doesn't matter...your past experience (or even
total lack of) doesn't matter. You will be on your way to a lifetime of
fun and happiness playing the songs you love on the pilano
Paul MNeill, Creator of the internationally
renowned, Amazing Chord Power System®

VIR

!

Even if you’re 50, 65 or 80 years old, frustrated with past lessons or a total beginner. You’ll be playing
your favorite song like Amazing Grace, Unchained Melody or Let It Be with BOTH hands

(yes, you read that correctly)and sounding great in record time!

Play Beautiful Music without Years of
Expensive & Frustrating Lessons!

Did you endure years of boring lessons as a child? Did you try
to teach yourself from a piano book and failed miserably? Have
you ever looked at somebody playing and wished...even prayed
you could too? Well rejoice! Experience for yourself at this fun
workshop how The Amazing Chord Power System® can truly
make your dream of playing the piano finally come true!

Join Paul Neill, Creator of the World’'s Most Powerful

Piano Method for Adults (Even Seniors!)

The average (that's right, average) age of my students is 55

years old. People in their 60's, 70's and beyond are having the
best time of their lives playing their favorite songs on the piano.
Discover what thousands and thousands all over the USA and
Canada already have. The 2'2 hours you invest in this amazing
workshop will open the doors to a lifetime of playing pleasure!

At Long Last, a Method for Adults That's Fun,
Easy AND Gets You Playing REAL Music Fast!

Please do not confuse this method with anything you may have seen
The secrets | will reveal to you have been
developed over many years of playing and teaching mostly middle
aged and older adults. You will learn rich sounding chord techniques
that even total beginners can easily do with both hands!

on TV or the Internet.

play the piano?"
definitely yes, yes, YES!

“I didn’t even know where Middle C was on a piano that had been gathering dust for many years. Thanks to you, I can play!” ----- Tony Gallo, 73

Have you ever asked yourself, "Is there still hope for me to
See with your own eyes why the answer is

2015 is Your Year to Become a Piano Player GUARANTEED!

Picture yourself playing beautiful music to relax & relieve stress.
How about entertaining your family & friends? Play for church or
bible study? Jam with a band? Well let's make it all happen for
YOU! Haven't you waited long enough? You've sacrificed for the
family. You've put your dreams on hold for others. Why not
enrich your remaining years with the unbelievable JOY of playing
your own music? Yes, now it's YOUR TURN.
PLAY the piano!
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“I was assuming I was from MISSOURI and you had the SHOW ME, and you DID!
Even my classically trained wife was impressed!” -—- Gary Cameron, 65

“This is heaven sent! For years | sounded awful. You have made the complicated simple.
Now it is so easy to play piano with chords and sound good!” —— Russelle Del Rosario, 52
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Just Look at All You Will Learn!

Amazingly easy chord patterns that anybody can easily do that make any song sound
rich, full and easier to play!

Keyboard Embellishments that make you sound like a pro!

How my original chord system can give you the ability to play Rock, Gospel, Standards,
Hymns, Broadway, R&B, Jazz, Folk, Country, Classical...

How to play accompaniment so you can play and sing or play while others sing!
How to practice just a few minutes a day with great results!
About a system for playing any chord instantly without a "cheat sheet"!

any kind of music fast and easy!

Plus Receive All These FREE at this Fun & Amazing Piano Workshop!

Over 2 Hours of hands on, face to face personal instruction from method creator Paul Neill himself!

il
A AWorkshop Leaming Keyboard (yours to keep!) to apply what you've leamed on your own piano at home!
4 16 Track Music Collection “Beautiful Piano Music”

1-844-279-7529 or online: www.chordpower.com

Jd

HUNDRED$ of DOLLARS of Exclusive Workshop Participant Reward Bonuses!

if you pre-register by calling:

1l

—— Maria Oostenbrink, 82

“l have taken traditional methods even chord courses, but THIS beats them all by far!”
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To bring this event to gou all we ask is a small contribution of $20 (
registration table. No

Just help us pay for the rental of the Hotel Meeting Room

that's it, totall) per person to help cover meeting room rental costs. Cash only at the door please to avoid delays at the

50 or $100 bills so please have correct change ready. We encourage everybody to call us and pre-register to help us arrange the meeting room for the best workshop
atmosphere. Everybody that pre-reqisters gets a Priority 1*' Seating + 16 Track Music Collection “Beautiful Piano Music,” ¥ ¥ ¥ COUPLES’ SPECIAL!!! — Bring along vour spouse or

(THIS IS AN ADULT WORKSHOP, NO MINORS PLEASE!)

partner for free. Pay only for yourself at the door and show proof of same address for free entry for your spouse or partner (not valid for other family members). We recommend coming at
least 15 minutes before session start time. Once the workshop begins, we will close the doors for entry. It is unfair to interrupt the workshop for latecomers.

Three, 2 '> hr sessions over 2 days only: You only attend ONE because each session is a COMPLETE workshop!

Mon: Oct 12 (6:30-9pm) OR Tue: Oct 13 (10am-12:30pm) OR Tue: Oct 13 (2 - 4:30pm)

HOMEWOOD SUITES HILTON LANCASTER - 2320 W DOUBLE PLAY WAY - LANCASTER CA

To Pre-register Call (TOLL FREE): 1-844-279-7529 OR: www.chordpower.com
Please avoid wearing strong perfume on clothes or skin as some people have allergies. Thanks!
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Including Ledger-Gazette
Desert Mailer News and Foothill News

The Antelope Valley Press (ISSN07445830)
is published every day by Antelope Valley
Newspapers, Inc., 37404 Sierra Highway.

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 4050, Palmdale,

California 93590-4050. Periodical postage paid
at Paimdale, California; Phone 661-273-2700.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes
to Antelope Valley Press, P.O. Box 4050,
Palmdale, CA 93590-4050.

CIRCULATION

H Customer service

For questions about your bill, call 661-273-0081.
Monday-Friday 5am.to5p.m.
Saturday & Sunday ... 6a.m.to3p.m.
For delivery of missing paper, call 661-273-0081.
Monday—Friday Before 10 a.m.
Saturday & Sunday..........cccceerueiennnnnd Before 11 a.m.
Outlying area papers may be bagged for delivery the
next day.

H Single copy rates

Daily 75¢
Sunday $1.50
H Home delivery rates

52 weeks/Includes eEdition ..............cccccueuune $199.00
26 weeks $128.50
16 weeks $99.00
52 weeks - Friday, Saturday, Sunday............ $165.00
52 weeks - Sunday Only ........cceeeerrreeeennnn $130.00

Price does not include all applicable sales tax.

H Electronic Edition delivery rate
52 weeks $150.00

H Mail subscription rates
$377.85 per year in Antelope Valley
$472.28 per year in California

$598.23 per year to all other areas
Subscription rates include all applicable sales tax.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

To place an ad or inquire about your account, please
call 661-940-1000, Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m. or
www.avpress.com to place your ad online 24 hours a day.

RETAIL ADVERTISING

To place an ad or inquire about your account, please call
661-273-2700, Monday—Friday 8 a.m.—5:30 p.m.

DESIGN & COMMERCIAL PRINTING
The Antelope Valley Press can design and print your
tabloid, brochure, advertising circular, and other printed
materials. Phone 661-267-4127 for information.

AV LIFESTYLE MAGAZINE

Printed the last Thursday of each month. Distributed to
22,438 homes. For advertising rates call 661-273-2700.
For content call 661-267-4127.

CALL, WRITE, OR VISIT US

HAVE YOU NEWS FOR US?

OTHER NUMBERS TO CALL

N Office location
Palmdale: 37404 North Sierra Highway

Open Monday-Friday ..........ccccc.... 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
H Main switchboard................. 661-273-2700
H Fax ¢ 24 Hours

Palmdale 661-947-4870

H Mailing address
The Antelope Valley Press
P.O. Box 4050

Palmdale, CA 93590-4050

H E-mail address
email @avpress.com

H Internet address
http://www.avpress.com

CORRECTIONS

The Antelope Valley Press strives to maintain accuracy in
articles, headlines and photographs. If you find a mistake
that should be corrected, please call Charles F. Bostwick,
Editor, at 267-4119.

Monday-Friday call 273-2700 or one of these editors:
Charles F. Bostwick, Editor .............cccccceeuenene 267-4119
Bill Wu, News Editor .........
John Wise, City Editor/Night ..
Gerry Price, City Editor/Assigning ...
Jim Skeen, Business Editor ........
Brittany McShea, Showcase Editol

Stephanie Struyck, Valley Life Editor...........267-4230
Kevin Trudgeon, Sports Editor .................... 267-4143
Opinion 267-4153
Gerry Price, Religion Editor .............ccccceueee. 267-4163
Sheri Arnold, Calendars..........c.cccoevveeeeennene 267-4206
Obituaries 267-4112

On Saturday call 267-4163 * Sunday call 267-4125
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Member

CALIFORNIA NEWSPAPER
PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION

i localMedia /& o )

M President/Publisher...................cccccc..... 267-4128
William C. Markham
M Vice President & General Manager ......267-4127

Cherie Bryant

M Editor 267-4119
Charles F. Bostwick

M Circulation Department ......................... 273-0081

M Operations Director ...............ccccccceunee. 267-4294
Dennis Birks

M Retail Advertising ............ccccooooeene. 273-2700

M Classified Advertising Director ............. 267-4252
Mike McMullin

Member: Associated Press * New York Times
News Service * Bloomberg News Service
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AUDIT CIRCULATION

100% of your Antelope
Valley Press is printed
on recycled newsprint.




